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Footnotes
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Research paper: Between (wo)men: The bisexual triangular relationship
and its ‘heterosocial bond’ in Hitomi Kanehara'’s

Hoshi e ochiru [Falling into stars].

Ryunosuke OOKI

In this paper, | will discuss the bisexual triangular relationship and its
‘heterosocial bond’ in Hitomi Kanehara'’s collection of five interrelated short
stories, Hoshi e ochiru [Falling into stars] (2007).

In Hoshi e ochiru [Falling into stars], Kanehara depicts a bisexual triangular
relationship between a heterosexual woman Watashi, a homosexual man Boku
and their beloved a bisexual man named Kare. The stronger the rivals empower
their love toward Kare, the more they strengthen their rival bonds as strong
as (or stronger than) their affection for him. This rival structure can be read
as the bisexual version of ‘homosocial bond’ which Eve K. Sedgwick explores
in Between Men (1985/2001). According to Sedgwick, in the heterosexual
triangular relationship (man—woman—man), the bond that links the two
rivals is as intense and potent as the bond that links either of the beloved.
Similarly, in the bisexual triangle of Hoshi e ochiru [Falling into stars], the bond
that links the heterosexual woman, Watashi, and the homosexual man, Boku,
is constituted as intense and potent as the bond that links them both to their
beloved, Kare. To the extent that the rivals make use of homophobia and
heterophobia/misogyny to exclude their hetero-erotic possibility and shape
the social and emotional connection, | will call this relationship—ties between
persons of the different gender/sexuality that are not of a romantic or sexual
nature in the bisexual triangular structure—a ‘heterosocial bond.’

Through the heterosocial bonds in the novel, however, both Watashi
and Boku somehow seem to actively avoid receiving love from Kare. This
inscrutable conduct can be understood by reference to Slavoj Zizek's reading
of Lacanian desire. In The metastases of enjoyment (1994/1996), Zizek indicates

that what the subject desires is not to gratify his/her desire but to sustain
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desire itself, in order to postpone the dreaded moment of its satisfaction.
That is, for Watashi and Boku, they must utilize the heterosocial relationship
to postpone their fulfillment so as to retain her/his desire itself. This structure
also signifies that the bisexuality of Kare functions as the obstacle which
precludes rivals from satisfying their heterosexual/homosexual desire in the
sense that bisexuality cannot apply to the binary of heterosexual/homosexual.
Additionally, while Watashi and Boku appear as the narrating subjects in the
short stories, Kare is only ever the object of narration. His absence as narrator
can be interpreted as a Lacanian objet petit a, which connotes the object-
cause of desire and the originally lost object. Because Kare functions as objet
petit a, both Watashi and Boku are able to maintain their ‘heterosocial bonds’
continuously and postpone the satisfaction of their desire itself. In order to
clarify these points, | am going to analyze the bisexual triangular relationship
in the novel and its ‘heterosocial bond’ by using Sedgwick and Zizek’s

theorizations of erotic desire.
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