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= Greetings from CGS

The Center for Gender Studies (CGS) at International Christian
University (ICU) opened in April 2004.

The CGS has three primary goals: (1) to facilitate a network of
Asia-based researchers in the fields of women's studies, men's
studies and gender studies, (2) to go beyond the mere absorption
and translation of Western-based studies and to make Asia-based
studies available worldwide, and (3) to develop a tri-fold
gender-studies model that incorporates not only the social
sciences and the humanities but also the natural sciences.

In the fields of women's studies, men's studies and gender
studies we do rely heavily on the information published in English
mainly produced by western researchers. We have recognized
how severely limited our information about neighboring
countries in Asia is. It is time for us to build networks, to share
knowledge and ideas about ourselves in Asia, and to convey
them to the world. With that recognition, CGS will facilitate active
networking in Asia and distribute relevant information to the
world via the CGS Newsletters (NL) and Website. The NL and the
website will be interactively connected. The NL will be published
twice a year with brief summaries of articles, and full versions will
be uploaded onto the website.

We are preparing a Program in Gender and Sexuality Studies
(PGSS), which is planned to start in AY2005. This Program covers
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not only humanities and social sciences, but also natural sciences.
Since gender is considered as a concept defined socio-culturally,
natural sciences have been excluded from the scope of gender
studies. In the curriculum of PGSS, we will expand our scope by
incorporating natural sciences. CGS will play a vital role to
support the curriculum development of PGSS.

In addition, CGS will provide those interested in the issues of
gender and sexuality with a communication space. You are all
welcome to our space, where you can find a collection of
essential books, audio-visuals, and gender-related information. |
have been looking forward to the opening of the Center for
Gender Studies for a long time. The successful establishment of
CGS would not have been possible without the generous
support of the ICU faculty, staff, students, and Japan ICU
Foundation. | would hereby like to express my heartfelt
appreciation to all of you.

Tanaka, Kazuko
Director of the Center for Gender Studies
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= Feature:We are CGS Members

(1) Name (2) Research Field (3) Current Interest & Comment
more--> fax or http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/feat/0403001e.html

Division of Humanities

(1) Ambros, Barbara (2) Japanese Religions and History:
Pilgrimage, Sacred Mountains and Space, Religion and Ethnicity
in Chinese Diaspora (3) | have been interested in how gender
affects the religious landscape in Japan.

(1) Iwakiri, Shoichiro (2) French Literature (3)One of my current
interests focuses upon the way French and Japanese male poets
react against or reappropriate the feminine.

(1) Miyasaka, Natsumi (2) Contemporary English Literature;
Conceptualization of the body in Women's Literature (3) | am
eager to contribute to the very interdisciplinary centre, CGS, from
literary/ cultural perspectives.

(1) Kristeva, Tzvetana (2) Japanese Classical Literature, Japanese
Literature and Semiotics (3) | am interested in Semiotics of
women in Heian era in Japan.

Division of Social Sciences

(1) Kibe, Takashi (2) Political Science: Political Theory (3) My
concern with gender issues focuses on the following questions:
how can gender issues be analyzed from the perspective of
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egalitarian justice?; how do they contribute to the theorizing of
social justice?

(1) Kikuchi, Hideaki (2) History: Chinese History (3) | want to
study the women's history of modern China from a new point of
view.

(1) Mikanagi, Yumiko (2) Political Science: Gender and
International Politics (3) My current interest is to analyze Japan's
foreign policymaking which became increasingly pro-U.S. since
the mid-1990s through a study on the construction of
masculinities in contemporary Japan.

(1) Nasu, Kei (2) History: Religion, culture and society in early
modern England (3) Examining the workings and representation
of gender and sexuality is crucial for understanding the past
society.

(1) Oishi, Nana (2) Sociology: International Migration of Labor
(3) My research examines the change in gender roles due to the
globalization process, particularly in the context of international
labor migration.

(1) Takazawa, Norie (2) History: Early Modern French History (3)
My current interest is to analyze the French absolute monarchy, as
one case of sovereign states formed in the early modern Europe,
through a study on the transformation of social norms and relations
like a neighborhood, a conjugal and a parent-child relationships.
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Division of Natural Sciences

(1) Kamito, Takehiko (2) Biology (3) | try to incorporate the
biological perspective of sex to make the Gender Studies in ICU
unique and interdisciplinary.

(1) Kobayashi, Makito (2) Reproductive Biology (3) Neural and
endocrine regulation of sex behavior in fish. Sexual plasticity of
brain sex in fish.

Division of Languages

(1) Hibiya, Junko (2) Linguistics: Language variation and change
(3) Recently the concept of gender has come to be reexamined
as less self-evident than it used to be considered. Understanding
of the effect of gender will be highly informative in the
variationist study of language change.

Division of Education

(1) Fujita, Hidenori (2) Sociology of Education (3) My concern
with gender issues focuses on the structure and culture of family
and school from the perspective of self-formation of children
and youth.

(1) Machida, Kenichi (2) Education: Education Teaching Method,
Christian School Education (3) | consider the Human Rights as an
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important issue in the field of Education Teaching Method and
Teaching in Christian School.

(1) Sasao, Toshi (2) Education: Community Psychology (3)
Gender and multicultural issues in designing and evaluating
preventive interventions for the well-being of individuals and
communities within and across different cultural contexts.

Division of International Studies

(1) Kato, Etsuko (2) Cultural Anthropology: Cultural nationalism
and gender (3) Gender and sexuality of both informants and
writers have big effects on ethnography. In this respect, cultural
anthropology and gender studies are inseparably related.

(1) Malarney, Shaun (2) Cultural Anthropology: Medical
Anthropology (3) My interests focus on gender and its
relationships to ritual, religion, inequality and medicine.

(1) Tanaka, Kazuko (2) Sociology: Gender Studies (3) | am
currently conducting a research on the relationships between
emotional labor and care-skills development.

(1) Wasilewski, Jacqueline H (2) Intercultural Relations &
Communication (3) How gender is construed and how
relationships are managed across this difference are of great
theoretical importance in intercultural relations studies.
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= News from CGS

Katharine Moon, Ph.D visited ICU

Feminist political scientist and Professor at Wellesley College in
the United States, Katharine Moon spoke at ICU to present
evidence of the webbing that exists between gender and
nationalism on 18 Nov. 2003. These issues, with respect to
U.S-Korean relations illuminates a larger societal problem:
military prostitution. Having never faced this issue, | was
surprised at the level with which Moon’s lecture affected me
personally, and chose to write about my reflections in this article.
Specifically, my words are inspired by a film which Moon showed,
and are written to attempt to uncover how oppression is used to
form divisions in communities that, at the base level, have a
constant potential for change and growth, as well as unity. As |
make reference to my own community as an African-American
male, and how Moon’s lecture moves me to action in my own
ethnic and national community, | attempt here to write with the
continuous goal to make the personal political.

more--> fax or http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/cgs/0312002e.html
s073837: David Jeffries

Living with GID: Lecture by Kamikawa, Aya

On December 19, 2003, to mark the annual World Human
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Kamikawa, Aya

Rights Day, ICU held an Open Lecture, inviting Ms. Kamikawa, Aya.
Ms. Kamikawa was the first to be elected to the Setagaya Ward
Assembly (Tokyo) in 2003. During her campaign, she was publicly
announcing that she was a transgenderist. The lecture room in
which she articulated discrimination in the workplace and the
family registry as well as difficulty of getting understanding of the
family was overcrowded with students, some of whom could not
even enter. These actual stories enabled me to grasp the sense of
how much hardship transgender people encounter.

Some may feel awkward to question sexual differences.
However, to make the society easier to live in should be given the
priority.

more--> fax or http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/cgs/0312003e.html
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Gender Equal Ordinance in Mitaka City

The local volunteer Mitaka citizen group is currently making a
tentative plan for City Ordinance of Gender Equality. The
disagreement in the February conference was whether or not
Anti-Domestic Violence Clause should contain the phrase “men’s
violence against women”. Some with progressive approach claim
to delete the phrase “men’s violence against women” so that the
regulation can cover homosexual couples. Others, however, insist

N
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on maintaining the phrase in order to reinforce the protection of
women. Everyone wants to protect both women and sexual

minorities. |, as an ICU student, came across this huge dilemma.
more--> fax or http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/cgs/0402003e.html
h031313: Nitta, Yuko

Gender Studies Program @ ICU from AY2005

ICU is now planning to launch the Program in Gender and
Sexuality Studies (PGSS) in AY2005. In the contemporary
development of learning, “gender” is considered to be an
important concept and analytical framework. It is necessary not
only for the Humanities and the Social Sciences, but also for the
Natural Sciences to investigate from the gender perspective in
order to develop new academic understandings. Up to now at
ICU, there have been several gender related courses. From
AY2005 ICU is preparing to offer the curriculum with the
consistency and continuity and to integrate the gender courses
in an organic way, aiming to meet the request of the students
who are interested in gender and sexuality studies.

As the plans above are still tentative, please get in touch with
CGS PGSS preparation office for more detailed information.

more--> fax or http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/cgs/0402004e.html
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International Workshop @ ICU Nov. 2004

ICU Center for Gender Studies announces that our First Annual
International Workshop will be held in November 2004. Entitled
“Creating ‘Knowledge’ on Human Security and Gender: From
Asian Perspectives,’ this workshop sets its focal point on“Human
Security,” integrating “Peace, Security, and Conviviality’, which we
conceive as the best representation of the essence and our goals
of the workshop.

With twenty researchers and NGO activists from ten Asian
countries, the workshop consists of: 1) reports on the current
situation of Gender Studies; 2) presentation of research papers on
important issues around human security faced by each country;
3) discussion on theoretical and strategic approaches to such vital
issues as to the ways to solve the problems in Asia, emphasizing
gender perspectives on human security.

We need to share information with one another. By
establishing networks among the Asian researchers, we can
enhance the possibilities of future collaboration and can
contribute to the formation of an Asian Women's Studies
association. The outcomes will be uploaded on the CGS Website.

more--> fax or http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/cgs/0402005e.html
SS: Oishi, Nana 1S: Tanaka, Kazuko
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= News from Japan

The Law for People with GID to be Enacted in July

The Japanese Diet approved the bill for the “law concerning
special cases in handling gender for people with gender identity
disorder (GID),” which enables those with GID to change their
registered sex in their family registries. The law is to be effective in
July, 2004. Although the law may empower the neglected
community to some extent, three-fourth of the interested will be
disqualified because of the requirments including singlehood
and no children.

more--> fax or http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/jpn/0402002e.html
s051470: Shimizu, Yudai

Annual Conference of Gender Legal Studies

To bridge the gap between Gender Studies and Legal Science,
the First Annual Conference of Gender Legal Studies was held at
Waseda University, Tokyo, on December 6th and 7th of 2003. A
large number of judical practitioners, scholars and sociologists
participated and discussed legal issues through gender
perspectives. | saw the possibility of the newly emerged Gender
Legal Studies.

more--> fax or http://subsite.icu.ac,jp/cgs/jpn/0312001e.html
i052005: Kubota, Hiroyuki
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Historic Settlement on Women’s Labor Lawsuit

Osaka High Court settlement on the case of Sumitomo Electric
Industries, Ltd., was published on January 4, 2004, which was an
epoch making settlement of women'’s labor lawsuits over Equal
Employment Opportunity Law. On Christmas of 2003, both sides
dramatically reached to a settlement on the conditions
including two sitting workers’ promotion. We were elated but
disappointed at little attention given to it in the evening news.

more--> fax or http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/jpn/0401001e.html
s051470: Shimizu, Yudai i052005: Kubota, Hiroyuki

Column #1: What is weird about Japanese TV?

TV dramas show the maturity of the society where they are
produced. For instance, gender stereotypes are rarely seen in
western TV dramas these days. In Japan, however, unfairly biased
gender concepts are still easily observed. In recent popular
dramas, lines of the famous actors reflect the gender prejudices
which remind me of the Japanese costume play, JIDAI-GEKI. |
cannot help wondering how much negative influence these TV
programs give to the young.

more--> fax or http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/jpn/0402001e.html
Humanities: Miyasaka, Natsumi



