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In spring, the Center of Gender Studies at ICU will commemorate
its second year and the first students of the Program in Gender and
Sexuality Studies (PGSS) will graduate in March, with many more
interested students in line to take their place. All this is due not only
to the passion and energy of the many lecturers and professors but
also to the high quality and motivation of about thirty dedicated
student staff members who have voluntarily organized reading
groups and enthusiastically communicated with people from other
countries.There cannot be many other university research centers
which depends so much on the energy of students.

Since 2004, we have conducted an International Workshop each
year. The first workshop focused on "Social Science Viewpoints" and
the second on "Humanities Viewpoints". They each dealt with the
issues of gender in Asia as well as peace, security and co-operation
in the region. The third workshop, in 2006, will focus on "Natural
Science Viewpoints". As the Natural Sciences deal with the universal
laws of the natural world, it does not at first seem to be a discipline
which has much in common with Gender Studies. However, it is
precisely this universality present in the Natural Sciences which
needs to be re-examined from a gender perspective. The male/
female division which has been used unquestioningly in biology
must be re-considered in terms of its influence on the gender
framework between men and women today.
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The Natural Sciences can also be re-examined from a regional
viewpoint. For example, various indigenous medical skills and
knowledge are recently becoming recognized as part of medical
practice. In the past century in Asia, the perception of proper
medical practice has been restricted to western medicine. Skills
and knowledge regarding human sex and reproduction (childbirth,
abortion, gender-specific medicine, etc.) are unevenly distributed
across the regions. Thus, traditional skills and knowledge still co-
exist in a complicated relationship with those of western medicine.
This issue has in recent years has become a focus of research
as a new field. The upcoming workshop seeks to explore fresh
possibilities for this approach. Researchers, activists and specialists
will be invited from Japan and overseas and the program will
include country-specific reports as well as sessions on different
topics. Please check our homepage for further details which are
scheduled to be released before the summer.

Thank you for your continuing support of the Center of Gender
Studies.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602001e.html
CGS Steering Committee Member: Etsuko KATO
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%Feature:Gender Free Bashing

Overview of Gender Bashing in Japan

“Gender free” has become a target term for bashing in political

and educational fields in Japanese society. The term is a Japanese
coined one for the idea of “setting oneself free of socially imposed
gender structure”. The term attracted controversy in sex education
discourse. In classroom activities, “gender free” is widely used, but
the opposition group has raised the argument that education based
on the discourse of “gender free” is too radical and destructive of
traditional values. In 2005, senior political figures such as Ms Eriko
Yamatani, LDP Upper House Member, and Mr Hosoda, the then
chief Cabinet secretary and the Minister for gender equality made
comments: Mr Hosoda stated that “the government does not use”
nor “term its social significance” of “gender free” in the context of
“reforming” the social implementation of gendered views, and the
use of “gender free” is “undesirable in this context”. Interestingly,
the limited nature of Mr Hosoda’ s disapproval is ignored by
the opposition group. This is the general context for the present
pressure on the use of “gender free” and its retrospective influence
on the argument surrounding the Basic Act for Gender Equality.
With the appointment of Ms Kuniko Inoguchi as the Cabinet
Minister in charge of low birthrate and gender equality issues,
the atmosphere within the Cabinet has seen some modification.
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A further move has been anticipated after Ms Inoguchi’ s joint
statement with Ms Yukari Sato and Ms Satsuki Katayama, both
House Members, for their clear stance against the back lash
side at the foreign correspondent club. On the other hand, the
appointment of Ms Yamatani as a ministerial aid for Ms Inoguchi
leaves the possibility for future conflict within the Cabinet. For the
time being, the discussion is savouring Ms Inoguchi, but speculation
for a heated debate on the issue of reflecting “gender free” in the
Basic Proposal for the Basic Act for Gender Equality remains.
“Gender free” has been focus of the debate in relation to the act
for gender equality and the sex education. On 22 December 2005,
the Cabinet has issued a carefully balanced statement, that “gender”
is a “difference based on the socially and culturally constructed
ideas for “manhood” and “womanhood” which sometimes causes
“gendered prejudice”, but “neutralizing gender relations” or deny
“traditional culture” is against “the gender equality the people
aspire”. It is our task to monitor the outcome of this present political
stand-still.
full text—> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602002e.html
ICU Graduate Student: Ryo Hirano
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Eriko Yamatani's Lecture

On June 14, 2005, Upper House member Eriko Yamatani gave
a lecture at the Mitaka Sangyo Plaza. Entitled “Redressing the
Hidden Problems of ‘Gender Equality’ ", it was a classic example of
backlash in both content and form.

One problem was that the incidents presented by Ms. Yamatani
could not be verified. The overall structure of the lecture was
also problematic - there was an emphasis on power, with the
unquestioning acceptance by the audience of the speaker’s
authority, and video footage of her various “activities”. Ms. Yamatani
spoke in a style which appealed to the audience’ s emotions, fed
them one-sided information, and, finally, incited a sense of unity
and euphoria throughout the hall with the chanting of a slogan.
One could even say that this so-called lecture freely utilized the
techniques of propaganda.

Backlash groups are fueling public anxiety by denying gender
concepts and giving rise to the misunderstanding that gender
negates the way we have lived our lives so far. | think that it is one
of our tasks as gender researchers to dispel these anxieties and
misunderstandings.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602003e.html
CGS Editorial Committee
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Gender Education Bashing

In recent years there have been many voices raised in opposition
to gender-free education. In this paper | discuss some of my own
concerns regarding the claims of gender-free education which have
been criticized by the backlash groups.

The gender-free argument that certain traditional rites such
as Girls Day and Boys Day impose standards of femininity and
masculinity have conversely been criticized for introducing a new
standard of "correctness." Although | agree with this criticism, | also
think that there is a fundamental problem with the actual structure
of the argument itself and the idea that arguments must begin with
a"reason" or "rationale".

Firstly, if one must always begin with a rationale, does this lower
the value of statements without a rationale? Secondly, beginning
with a rationale can often shift or narrow the scope of the
argument. If the persuasive power of the rationale is suspect, is it
not only the rationale which loses effect but also statements which
are made without a rationale? If so, will | be unable to speak out?
Finally, can one stir people's hearts by simply lining up rationales?

full text—> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602004e.html
ICU Graduate Student: Naomi SUZUKI
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=”News from CGS

Women Who Refuse to Give In

On October 21, CGS and the ICU Job Counselling Centre co-
hosted a program entitled ‘Women Who Didn’ t Give in to Public
Order and Morality". The speakers were Ms Katsumi Nishimura, a
plaintiff in the gender discrimination case against Sumitomo Electric
Industries, and Ms Mitsuko Miyachi, who headed the counsel for the
plaintiff. (Details of the case were reported in newsletter no.001.)

The lecture was on the realities of the employment situation in
Japan. Indirect discrimination, the central issue in the case, most
commonly involves women. It has deprived large numbers of
women of permanent employment opportunities and has forced
them into unstable part-time or temp-staff positions in which they
bear almost identical responsibility to those who hold full time
positions, while being paid considerably less. Women constitute
70% of these workers. They must then compromise their time
between home and workplace, in a society where housework is still
considered a woman’ s responsibility.

The Equal Employment Act is due to be revised this year and
it is strongly hoped that there will be a ban placed on indirect
discrimination in order to improve working conditions in Japan.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602005e.html
Japan Gender Law Research Network: Tatsunori TAGUCHI
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Women in the History of Science

On October 26, 2005, Keiko Kawashima(Nagoya Institute
of Technology), a science historian, gave a lecture entitled
“Madame Lavoisier: The Woman Who Participated in the Chemical
Revolution.” Antoine-Laurent Lavoisier is often called “The Father of
Modern Chemistry” for his part in advancing chemistry in the 18th
century. Although his wife, Marie, helped him by doing translation
and writing footnotes, she has been overlooked in traditional
histories of science. Marie Lavoisier achieved great success in the
male-dominated world of chemistry, but her achievements were
made as a mere assistant to her famous scientist husband. Ms.
Kawashima suggested that Marie wanted to play a more active
role and was frustrated by the restrictions placed upon her gender.

Using Lavoisier as an example, Ms. Kawashima argued that
the role of women in the world of science has been overlooked,
Though it has become much easier for women to participate in the
world of science today, their numbers are still scarce. In order to
change the deep-rooted view that science is a man's domain, we
must reconsider scientific history from the perspective of gender.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0601003e.html
ICU Undergraduate: Sho KAWAMURA
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Onee kotoba and Japanese Gender Discourse

On January 14, Professor Claire Maree (School of English and
American Literature, Tsuda College) gave a lecture at ICU entitled
“Language Negotiation -Onee kotoba and Japanese Gender
Discourse”. She discussed the theatrical characteristics of onee
kotoba (“Drag queen talk” used by gays) as a kind of performance
which transports listeners to another world. This explains why, in bar
talk, the customers are drawn to the “mama” who uses onee kotoba
to free them from the mundane everyday world. Onee kotoba also
serves as a means of bonding for sexual minorities.

Prof. Marie then discussed entertainers who use onee kotoba in
the media today. The popularity of stars like Osugi and Piiko is not
due simply to their individual abilities but also to the increasing
acceptance of sexual minorities in society. A clear break can be
perceived between what the present and past generation of stars
represent and Prof. Marie proposed the study of this generation gap
as a topic for future research.

The many questions from the audience afterwards indicates the
growing social awareness of onee kotoba. Perhaps because it is a
conversational language it is a topic which is close to our daily lives.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602006e.html
ICU Undergraduate: Yohei TANAKA
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FILM REVIEW: Maison de Himiko

The film Maison de Himiko is set in a gay nursing home. It depicts
the relationship between Saori (Ko Shibasaki), who works at a
painting company, her father, Himiko, who owns the nursing home,
and his lover Haruhiko (Odagirijo).

The inhabitants of the nursing home, in the final stages of their
lives, are forced to face their families from whom they have been
estranged due to their sexual identity. At Saori's workplace, the
female employees compete for the attention of the executive
director Hosokawa (Hideaki Nishijima). The structure which enables
them to gain power in the company through having sexual relations
with the director is based on the heteronorm and the approval of
an asymmetric exchange of male-female sexuality. Ultimately, the
universality of the heteronorm itself is challenged as Saori distances
herself from it, and as Haruhiko becomes involved with Hosokawa,
relativizing his as-yet unquestioned sexuality.

Thus, the film appears on the surface to be a story about gays,
but can also be interpreted as questioning the heterosexual model
of human relationships.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0601005e.html
ICU Undergraduate: Ryo KAWAGUCHI
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What do we learn from Butler?

When Prof. Judith Butler arrived in Japan over fifteen years after
the publication of Gender Trouble, expectations centered on how
the author was going to talk about her current research interests.
However, as the audience, our task was to figure out what we, living
in our time and place, could learn from her.

The seminar at ICU on January 12 started with a short
introductory speech where Prof. Butler raised the question of how
it is possible for us to be constrained by one another and to also
have free will. This question of dependence on each other in order
to exist is what Prof. Butler has explored since Gender Trouble. In her
more recent works, this has been increasingly discussed in relation
to ‘recognition’ : who is recognized as ‘human’, how and why are
certain beings not considered human, and what does the lack of
recognition entail for them?

Expanding the possibility of recognition is not the same as once
again recognizing what has come to be ignored. Indeed, when
asked whether her critique of exclusion aims at inclusion, Prof. Butler
answered in the negative. The aim is not to return the exlcluded
existences to the stable boundries of the existing domain, but to
question the boundaries themselves, and destabilize them. Even if
doing so could risk one's status as a woman, a member of a society,
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a right-bearing subject, or a human, and, even if the attempt might
make it more difficult for us to gain recognition, we might still have
to critique the boundaries of the domain.

Although such a critique cannot be easily achieved, we should
still attempt it even if we can only be partially successful. The issues
of recognition can be found everywhere around us: when someone
argues that ‘gender-free” will create homosexuality and GID, not
only should we tell them that they are mistaken, but we should also
say to them, Even if so “So what?’ If we do not even question the
domain of recognition when it appears in its most in our dailylife,
we have learned nothing from Prof. Butler. Her theories are only
abstract concepts if we do not utilize them in order to question the
domain of recognition of the culture and society we live in. It is up
to us to make them work to shake the outframe of recognition in
our own society, and perhaps only then will we know what we have
learned from Prof. Butler.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602007e.html
Chuo University Lecturer: Akiko SHIMIZU
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JAGL Conference

The Japan Association for Gender Law (JAGL) academic
conference was held in Sendai City on December 3 and 4, 2005.
| was particularly interested in the individual reports by young
researchers. Prof. Yoshiyo Onishi (Hosei University) reported on
“Women’ s Human Rights and Subject-oriented Human Rights
Protection” while Prof. Mamiko Yoshikawa(Ochanomizu Univ.)
spoke about “Engendering Due-process” - On Arresting Domestic
Violence Perpetrators in the U.S.” The two had contrasting
approaches. Onishi’ s report supported a person-oriented conflict
solution against a policy-oriented one. Yoshikawa’ s report dealt
with the implementation of institutional stricture on the policing
system which has practiced a non-committal policy in the private
sphere, claiming a respect for the victim” s will in order to forcibly
protect the victim’ s physical safety. Reclaiming initiative from an
inflexible system is of course vital, but we must also exercise caution
against the current of citing the will of the concerned party as a
political talisman, making self-responsibility the ultimate basis for
dealing with human rights breaches in the private sphere. The 4th
conference will be held at Ochanomizu University this winter.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602008e.html
Osaka University Graduate Student: Hiroyuki Kubota
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LGBT Magazines

Last autumn, two Japanese LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and
Transgender) magazines were discontinued, the gay magazine,
Barazoku and the lesbian magazine Carmira. At the same time, the
first LGBT lifestyle magazine, yes, was released by Tower Records.

Since the late 1990s, a number of LGBT magazines have been
launched for various readerships. Traditional gay magazines
primarily featured pornography and gay event listings, while others
focused on LGBT-related lifestyle and social issues. Magazine yes,
however, favours film and event listings from an LGBT perspective
and thus succeeds in attracting a wider non-LGBT readership as well.

This indicates a change in what readers seek from popular print
media. Magazines in the 1990s were important as a meeting point
for LGBT's in regional areas but this need diminished with the
increase of cellular phones and the internet. Instead, the late 1990s
saw a run of new magazines which list community information and
cover issues with a more scholarly focus.

The launch of Yes could be the first step toward pioneering the
development in Japan of a large LGBT market comparable to that in
the United States.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602009e.html
ICU graduate student;Ryo Hirano
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=”News from Asia

Centre for Gender Research, UKM

The Centre for Gender Research (CGR), or in Malay, Pusat
Penyelidikan Gender (PPG) was established in July 2003 under the
administration of the Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities at
the Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM).

As a national and regional research and resource centre in gender
studies, our mission is to enhance knowledge and expertise in the
field that will contribute to the improvement of the quality of life in
Malaysia and Southeast Asia. CGR seeks to bring together a network
of scholars from a variety of disciplines from within and outside
UKM.

In the next three to five years, CGR strives to be a focal point for
gender research not only in Malaysia but in Southeast Asia. This
is in line with UKM's mission of internationalization. In order to
achieve this goal, we hope to foster relationships with like-minded
institutions and to welcome researchers and graduate students as
associate fellows or interns for future work on gender studies.

full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602010e.html
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia : Rashila Ramli
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State Security and Gender

On January 7, 2006, a symposium entitled “60 years of
‘post-war’ in East Asia: Militarization and Sexuality” was held at
Ochanomizu University. It featured reports on the relationship
between militarization and gender/ sexuality, focusing
particularly in China, Japan and South Korea. Prof. Kwon Insook’
s (Myongji University, Korea) lecture on “Korean militarization and
masculinity”, discussed how models of femininity and masculinity
had been constructed in South Korea from the 1950s to 1970s in
order to build an economically and militarily powerful state.

The conscription system for the past 50 years has created a belief
that men should willingly sacrifice themselves for the state and
that women should serve the state and men as subordinates. Prof.
Kwon gave sex workers, factory workers as an example. They are not
only stigmatized as "fallen women", but are used also to construct a
model of “true femininity “for other women.

This lecture made me realize that state security is not simply
about balancing power relations between nations.

full text-—> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/article/0602011e.html
ICU Undergraduate: lkumi KANEKO



