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= Gender and “A Beautiful Nation”

Sigh. As expected, the revised Basic Education Law has been
approved in the Diet. According to the draft law, the revised
law will include phrases such as “civic spirit” and “patriotism.”
These changes themselves are cause for concern as they imply a
regression toward greater intervention and control of education
by the state akin to the prewar Imperial Rescript on Education.
However, here | will broaden the scope of the argument and
focus, from a gender perspective, the fundamental principles
behind the so-called “Beautiful Nation” advocated by the Abe
administration in its revision of the Basic Education Law and
other policies.

The Abe cabinet is characterized by regressive elements in
many ways. The most obvious example is the dramatic fall in the
number of female cabinet members to only two, even while the
record-high number of five in the first Koizumi cabinet of 2001
is still fresh in our memories. Furthermore, the minister most
directly responsible for gender issues, the Minister for Gender
Equality and the Declining Birth Rate, concurrently holds the
positions of Minister for Okinawa and the Northern Territories,
Minister for Science and Technology Innovation, and Minister for
Food Safety. This overloading connotes a lack of attention given
to gender- and women-related policies.

Equally problematic, with regard to gender-related issues, is
the appointment of Ms. Sanae Takaichi to the above positions
and of Ms. Eriko Yamatani to that of advisor to the Prime Minister
on educational reform. Why? Ms. Takaichi is strongly opposed to
the introduction of fufu bessei (separate family names for married
couples), an important cornerstone for the promotion of women’
s social integration. She is also known for her criticism of history
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textbooks, which acknowledge past acts of Japanese colonial
and imperial rule, including the issue of “comfort women,” as
masochistic education. And Ms. Yamatani has denounced jender
free kyouiku (“gender free” education) as generating “radical sex
education” (Asahi Shimbun, 27 September 2006). These claims
should be regarded with utmost caution: not only do they distort
objective facts, they also affirm, maintain and strengthen gender-
based violence, oppression and discrimination.

What is more discouraging is the actual substance of the Abe
administration’ s proposed conservatism. The conservatism
upheld by the administration is a combination of a European-
style reactionary conservatism, which lurks beneath the revised
Basic Education Law, and an American-style conservatism,
inherited from the Koizumi administration. We can say two
things regarding gender on this point. First, the European-style
conservatism can facilitate the resurgence of Japan’s “tradition”
of “Men work outside, women stay home.” And, under the
American-style conservatism that envisions a small government,
our society will become an increasingly difficult place for social
minorities, including women, due to smaller roles played by the
government. Therefore, the birth of the Abe administration is
what English speakers call “worst of two worlds” for those of us
working toward the realization of a society that is free of gender-
discrimination. What a prospect!

Yumiko MIKANAGI

Professor, ICU
NL 007
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= Report: International Workshop 2006

IWS 2006 Full Report

CGS co-hosted its third international workshop with COE,
“Body Knowledge and Gender in Asia,” at ICU from October
6 to 8, 2006. This year, our aim was to explore the possibility
of a gender perspective from the viewpoint of “natural
science,” following the previous two workshop series on
social science (2004) and humanities (2005) perspectives. The
workshop brought together a broad range of practical and
theoretical “body knowledge” professionals, including sex-
education advisors, midwives, researchers of midwifery, medical
anthropologists, medical sociologists, scientific historians, and
scientific philosophers from Taiwan, Vietnam, Thailand, Malaysia,
India, and Japan.

We, however, did not use the phrase “in Asia” based on
the assumption of an uncritical natural science perspective
stemming from the West in the modern age. On the contrary,
our aim was to discuss how natural science is positioned both
in conflict and in co-existence with local knowledge/techniques
of childbirth, pregnancy and birth control in Asia. We allocated
the same amount of time for free discussion as for presentation
to discuss the above issues. Over the two-and-half-days of
presentations and active discussions, it became apparent that
there were significant differences between countries which
have many modern Western-style medical facilities and those
that do not-modern Western medicine has brought both
blessings and annoyances to both men and women across Asia,
although there are differences among regions in each nation. For
instance, modern infertility treatment causes Taiwanese men to
battle with their patriarchy-based pride, while family-planning
education causes conflicts with Thai highland minority people’
s agricultural practice and customs of ancestor worship. Medical
technology for pregnancy, childbirth or organ transplants gives
rise to feelings of exclusion in the subjects of the body, that is
humans, especially women. Medical technologies for pregnant,
birth, and organ plant in Japan have a risk of imposing alienation
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on humans, especially women. Under such conditions, for
example, how can native Japanese midwifery skills be beneficial
for women to regain personal control and independence over
their bodies in Vietnam or in Japan? Furthermore, how can we
utilize modern medical knowledge in order to overcome the
many challenges involved, such as sex education for diverse
people including homosexuals in India or for Japanese men?
The meeting of many professionals of different nationalities
and specializations, many of whom would never have met
otherwise, led us to discover new connections between topics
and highlighted new isssues.

Just like previous workshops, this workshop provided an
occasion for the creation of networks among gender-related
professionals in Asia. However, we must continue to ask if, how,
and to what extent, the so-called “Asian” framework may be
effective. This was the task that we “assigned” ourselves in the
final session, let alone the attitude that “Japan should take an
initiative for such a research.” This workshop series adopted
the category of “Asia” in order to critique the Western-centric
knowledge system of gender studies. But the series should
not lead to the verification of such naive hypotheses as “There
should be a definite entity of Asia” or “There must be a common
philosophy/ thought system in Asia” (not to mention “Japan
should be the leader in the pursuit of such ideas”).

The outcomes of this workshop series will be integrated and
considered next year at our fourth International Workshop.
Our objective will be not only to integrate the social science,
humanities, and natural science perspectives. But also to
question the effectiveness of the “Asian” framework itself. What
fruits will (or won’ t) we have by not only integrating social
science, humanities, and natural science perspectives but also by
critically introducing the category of “Asia”?

Etsuko KATO
IWS 2006 Coordinator,
Assistant Professor, ICU
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“Knowledge of the Body” and Performance

On 6 October 2006, “ “Knowledge of the Body’ and
Performance” with artist Tari Ito was held at ICU, as a part of the
2006 International Workshop co-hosted by CGS and COE. The
two-part program consisted of a documentary screening of Ito” s
works, “Dear Tari,” in the afternoon and her performance, “Where
Is The Fear? 2006,” in the evening.

“Where Is The Fear? 2006” opens in darkness with the
audience seated in a circle around Ito who curls her body in
an embryonic posture inside a cubic frame. There is the sound
of teeth chattering and the gentle caress of cloth on the body:
then, the sounds develop into a wordless sobbing. The sounds
abruptly cease and on the screen, we see an image of Ms Otsuiji,
a member of the Osaka prefectural assembly, talking about
people’ s reactions when she became the first assembly member
to publicly come out as a lesbian. With Ms Otsuji’ s voice, a
hissing noise sounds throughout the theater. The source of this
sound continues to expand inside the cubic frame, then it is
drawn out into the light to reveal a huge nipple.

A huge round growing breast. Ito caresses the nipple and
pushes round the breast toward the audience, while bodily
engaging with it in a play. The breast keeps on coming back
towards the centre, bouncing hither and thither on the heads of
the bunched up audience. “It always comes back straight away:
why?” As Ito threw it once again towards the audience, it went
back to the centre once again. “See, it’ s coming back again!”
With Ito’ s voice, that huge nipple turned towards me. “Hey,
that’ s yours!” she cried in English as she chased the bouncing
breast with glee--* All the while, | stared at the huge breast that
had almost reached me. Feeling that | would not be able to take
it, my emotion was verging onto an antagonism to kick it away.

At the talk session after the performance, there were plenty
of positive reactions on the breast. Ito told us brightly that the
breast had always brought out a lot from the audience, while
a vaginal object she used in the past performances drew little
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out from both men and women. But as | watched this open
celebration of lesbian pleasures, | wanted to hate the breast and
detach my body that had been almost engulfed by the bouncing
breast. It was not a refusal of lesbian sexuality, but a desire to

re-establish the relationship - -
<BHOR>LITH—TIR

with my own breast that

had nearly been engulfed by
the enormous breast. It was
not unlike the frustration |
felt towards myself, living in
Tokyo, studying, typing, just
producing numerous college
papers, and all the while not
knowing what it was that |
really wanted.

| wanted to become more
aware of myself. That was why
| felt like kicking that breast.
If one loses touch with one’
s own body and is unable
to feel one’ s own pain, one
might forget the existence of the pain of others beyond one’ s
own experience. In attempting to establish the place in lesbian
sexuality through organizing this event, | had felt a desire to
exist by leaning on my fellow lesbians. However, | now wish to
establish a place for my own fun sexuality and not a sexuality
that relies on someone else. Without doing so, | would not be
able to help make a place for others.
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full text--> http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter007/
lkumi KANEKO
Undergraduate Student, ICU
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=”News from CGS

Constitutional Amendment and Gender

Constitutional amendment is increasingly becoming a focus
of critical debate. At a press conference held at the beginning
of 2007, Prime Minister Abe declared constitutional revision as
an objective of his cabinet and a pledge for the Upper House
election. However, the LDP’ s new draft constitution released
in October 2005 abolishes the pacifist principle of the present
Constitution and will lead this country into a world war with
its own military alongside the US, in the name of the right to
collective defense. The new draft also undermines the protection
of human rights as it prioritizes the “public” interest over
“individual” interests.

The present Constitution was innovative in both guaranteeing
gender equality under Article 14, and releasing women from the
feudalistic family system under Article 24. The factions calling
for constitutional amendment are particularly concerned with
abolishing or revising Article 24. The only reason that the new
draft constitution does not include this revision is to avoid
antagonizing women as they have the right to national ballot.
Once the amendment is approved, the issue of revising Article 24
will surely re-emerge.

The rise of calls for constitutional amendment coincides and
overlaps with the hostile backlash toward gender ideas, that is,
the gender bashing movement. The proposed new Constitution
poses a serious threat to gender ideas.

| am strongly opposed to the amendment of the Constitution.
Equality for women cannot be assured in times of war and
women’ s rights cannot be attained by military power.

full text-—>http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter007/
Noriko ISHIDA
Lawyer
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The Meaning of “Work”

What are the things that we should know today in order to
become “informed and responsible workers”?

CGS, the ICU Placement group and COE co-organized a
lecture entitled “A Career That You Won’ t Regret: Conditions
and Challenges for Regular and Irregular Employees” with Ms.
Toyomi Fujii and Ms. Midori Ito from Women’ s Union Tokyo, on
September 29, 2006. They focused on the differences between
regular and irregular employees, detailing the reality of their
work environment and explaining the rights to which they were
entitled. The lecture was supplemented with PowerPoint quizzes
and other aids in order to make it more accessible to students
who will soon be job hunting.

“Haken no Hinkaku (The Dignity of Denormalized
Employees),” a TV drama series aired from January to March
2007, comically depicted the contrast between the working style
of regular and irregular employees in a Japanese company. As
this drama shows, it has become increasingly difficult to define
the meaning of “work.” So, for those students who will soon
venture out into the workforce, what kind of image of “work”
should they have?

Ms. Ito” s answer was to propose a model of workers who
“leave their company on time and utilize the rest of their time
for personal fulfillment.” These days, hard-driven workers who
devote their lives to their companies are, in reality, simply an
illusion. “Working properly,” not for the economic growth of
the nation, but for personal fulfilment and happiness, is what
is most important. To this end, as the speakers repeatedly
emphasized throughout the lecture, the most important aid is
the understanding of one’ s rights as an employee.

full text-->http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter007/
Ryo HIRANO
Graduate Student, ICU
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“Dating Violence - Love with Mutual Respect”

The 9th Human Rights Seminar, "Dating Violence-Love with
Mutual Respect," was held by the ICU Human Rights Committee
on October 9, 2006, with guest speakers Ms. Sachiko Nakajima
and Ms. Satsuki Nishiyama from “Resilience,” a DV (domestic
violence) support group. Dating violence refers to mental,
physical, or sexual violence by intimate partners in non-marital
relationships. According to the lecture, the primary factors
involved in domestic violence are a lack of respect for one’s
partner and a lack of imagination. Since DV perpetrators have
no respect for their partners, they impose themselves on their
partners in many ways, from thoughts to social relationships and
daily activities, all in the name of love.

Respect and imagination is required not only of DV
perpetrators but also of the people around the victims. DV
victims often become alienated from other social relationships as
a result of being mentally cornered or abused by their partners,
and even their few remaining supporters may unwittingly
corner them even more. It is often difficult for a third person to
understand why victims do not
leave an abusive relationship,
so they may want to question
or even condemn the victims
for not breaking up with
their partners. These are the
actions that people around the
victims may take in the hope of
helping the victims. However,
the speakers pointed out that
these actions actually impose the third person’s view on the
victims, ignoring the myriad realities that actually exist according
to different perspectives.

Third parties often cannot see the many intertwined, complex
factors underlying a victim’ s inability to escape from an abusive
relationship or to recognize the relationship as abusive. To escape
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from the abuse, a victim may need to give up a job, a house,
or social relationships. The prospect of rebuilding one’ s life
from scratch can be daunting and the loss of a partner who has
dominated one’ s physical and mental life, however abusively, is
also frightening. Questioning and condemning a victim means
that we do not respect the victim as a responsible person, not
understanding the diverse, complicated, and individual reasons
involved. This is why the guest speakers asked the audience to
“give the victims as many trump cards as possible,” if they are
ever consulted by a victim. Victims tend to become unable to see
past the immediate situation, so third parties should try to open
their eyes to other possibilities. The speakers also advised that “if
you do not have any trump cards, just listen to them, you do not
necessarily have to come up with any solutions.”

Before simply voicing the advice to escape or questioning the
victim, we must carefully consider why she/he cannot escape
from the situation in spite of the suffering, and also to share the
potential alternatives we can think of for the victim’ s security.

Such responses based on respect and imagination by the
people around the victims is essential for not only for partnership
problems but also for dealing with all issues concerning gender
and sexuality. This is significant in the sense that we should never
allow victims to become alienated in the face of any kind of
violence.

The lecture also mentioned a civilian organization called
“aware” that provides support for DV perpetrators. Further
details can be found on the Resilience and “aware” websites.

full text—> http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter007/
Mai EBIMOTO
Undergraduate Student, ICU
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= Feature: Human rights and Activism

My Future as an Ordinary Gay Man

For 15 years, | had turned aside from facing my gayness. Then,
in the summer of 2005, | started a web log, “the everyday life of
an ordinary gay man,” under the handle name of “Akaboshi,”
and | began to think about what it meant to be gay. | then heard
of the “Act against Homophobia,” a campaign organized by Ms.
Kanako Otsuji and others: Ms Otsuji is a member of the Osaka
Prefectural Assembly who publicly announced her sexuality as
a lesbian. Till then, | had been weary of activists, but this time
it was different. My emotions were stirred, probably because
| finally realized that the stigma of homophobia lay behind
my inhibitions in dealing with my own sexuality. At the public
demonstration of “Act Against Homophobia” in Shinjuku, |
was over-awed at the sight of so many LGBTs (lesbians, gays,
bisexuals, and transvestites) who did not bother to disguise
themselves—just what had | been doing?

From then on, my interest in the LGBT community and its
events continued to grow. On May 23, 2006, | attended a guest
lecture by Ms Otsuji at ICU; in July, | saw the whole program of
the Tokyo International Lesbian and Gay Film Festival. On August
12, | attended the Tokyo Lesbian and Gay Parade alongside
many LGBTs in the vicinity of Yoyogi Park. It was an empowering
experience that showed me the extent of the suppression and
the resultant alienation to which | had subjected myself-there
was a tidal wave within my soul just waiting to break out. One
month later, | found myself adjusting my work leave and taking a
plane on my own for the first time, so that | could take part in the
Tenth Sapporo Rainbow March.

As it was, the Sapporo March was celebrating its tenth
anniversary and seemed to have become a part of the cultural
landscape of the city: | even heard people on the streets
remarking that “the season has come again.” The police officers
on guard were very cooperative, manually organizing the traffic
in favour of the parade. It was a sharp contrast to what | had
experienced in Tokyo where regulations were stricter, even
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when it came to allowing people on the floats. | felt the wealth
of experience of a community built on a 10-year interaction with
the local society.

The Kansai Rainbow Parade,
the first large-scale parade of |
its kind in the Kansai area, was
also my debut as a member
of the organizing committee.
On weekends | travelled to
Osaka for committee meetings,
and | assisted in the official
recording of the parade on
video. One thing that remains vivid in me is the other ‘parade’
on the pavement formed by those who preferred to take part
by walking in support of the main parade. Many of the Osaka
participants had also paraded in Tokyo and Sapporo. Seeing the
LGBT community in a new location made me feel the supportive
effect of the collective experience. A variety of conflicts within
the LGBT community should not distract us from the problem
we face, for it is indeed a human rights issue. The solidarity
that transcends the limits arising form different standpoints is
indispensable when confronting this issue.

And now, | find myself writing this: the persona of Akaboshi
as a gay man has become such a large part of me. | wonder if
Akaboshi and my real name persona of a pretend straight man
will ever merge. Certainly, there is something wrong about
a society in which people like myself feel the need for the
protection of a double identity. | am resolved to work to change
such a society, in earnest, without inhibition. Encounter through
action broke the ice in me; the world is now so much more
complex and fascinating since | have learned to act. | do not
intend to run away again—-from myself or from society.

2 #
The 10th Annual Rainbow March
Sapporo

full text-->http://subsite.icu.acjp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter007/
Akaboshi
Gay/ Activist
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NEWS REPORT: The Shinkiba Incident

On the night of July 8, 2006, four youths were arrested on
suspicion of assault and robbery of a male homosexual in
Yumenoshima Park in Shinkiba, Tokyo. The culprits, who were
all 3rd year senior high school boys, told the police that they
had thought that their victim “wouldn’t report the crime to
authorities because he was homosexual.” According to the
police, “local delinquents seem to consider homosexuals to be
‘easy prey.’”

This incident should be regarded as a violation of the human
rights of gay and bisexual men. Heterosexuality is considered the
norm in Japanese society and the idea that “being homosexual
or bisexual = a guilty secret” is imprinted upon us all. This helps
to explain why the senior high school boys who perpetrated the
crime came to consider that “the expulsion of homosexuals is
normal.”

The boys’ statements and the sensationalism of the mass
media after the event aroused great fear and concern in both of
us. We also felt, from various interactions on the Internet, that
there was an urgent need for a place where people could discuss
the issue face to face.

Therefore, we organized a meeting called the “Discussing
the Shinkiba Incident” with five gay guest speakers. It was held
at the Akta Community Center in Shinjuku Nicho-me on the
evening of August 9. From the meeting, we realized the diversity
of opinions among the gay/bisexual male community regarding
the incident. And, even as gay/bisexual men, who are ourselves
at risk of becoming victims of a similar crime, we found it difficult
to appeal to society at large that this incident is a human rights
infringement upon gay/bisexual men. Moreover, in order to
devise countermeasures from the many tangled opinions, we felt
that face-to-face debates like this meeting were more effective
than Internet debates in which heated emotions and passions
tend to come to the fore.

As a result of this meeting, we concluded that government
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agencies concerned with human rights and education policies
should be made more aware of the fact that violence towards
gays, bisexuals, and other sexual minorities is a human rights
infringement. To this end, we called on the help of volunteer
groups and individuals to start a project called “Preventing
a Repeat of the Shinkiba Incident.” On September 26, we
submitted a “Petition for the Incorporation in the School
Curriculum of Education Concerning the Human Rights of
Homosexuals and Other Sexual Minorities” to the Human Rights
Division of the Tokyo General Affairs Bureau, as well as the Tokyo
Metropolitan Board of Education and Teacher’ s Union.

There is a lack of awareness in society regarding the human
rights of minorities which lies at the root of not only sensational
incidents like this but also smaller incidents in everyday life such
as disdain, bullying and rejection in schools and society. Unless
these roots are eliminated, similar incidents in different forms
will continue to occur. What can we do to improve this situation?
Our efforts after the Shinkiba incident showed us the benefits
of getting together with our immediate community to think
over and discuss these issues. We also realized how important it
is for sexual minorities to voice their opinions as citizens to the
government. Continuing these efforts is significant not only in
resolving sexual minority issues but also for instilling awareness
throughout society that everyone should be accorded human
rights.

full text-->http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/mt/cgs/e/c_feature/newsletter007/
Yasunobu AKASUGI/ Wataru ISHIZAKA
Representatives, Tokyo Metropolitan Gay Forum
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= Announcement

JAQS Lauched!

Members of the initial working group towards the
establishment of a queer studies association are pleased to
announce the formation of The Japan Association for Queer
Studies (JAQS), which will be inaugurated in the autumn of 2007.
The association aims to provide a forum for dialogue and the
interdisciplinary exchange of ideas, in part through an annual
JAQS conference and the publication of an annual refereed
journal. We welcome membership from not only academics of
diverse backgrounds but also from all engaged in discussions
of the body, sex, sexuality, gender, and desire. Please see the
JAQS website for further details and updated information about
membership and forthcoming events.

Mission (Abridged version)

The Japan Association for Queer Studies aims to provide a
forum for the exchange of knowledge, information and ideas for
people from all backgrounds and fields of specializations who are
involved in the interdisciplinary academic area of queer studies.
The Association aims to promote the field of queer studies in
its diversity across domains in the academy and beyond, and to
contribute to the dissemination of scholarly findings and theories
in this diverse area of study. Furthermore, the Association seeks
to offer a forum to bring together all involved in the various
social and cultural activities surrounding queer issues.

Queer studies, as a field of inquiry, is based on and supported
by a diverse history of practices that have questioned existing
sex/gender norms and, as an academic enterprise, it seeks to
demand the inclusion of non-normative gender expressions
and/or sexual/cultural practices in academic and other social
discourses. Developed in the context of such activist and
academic movements as Lesbian/Gay/Bisexual/Transgender
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movements and feminism(s), queer studies consists of a wide
range of scholarly attempts to critically inquire into existing
norms surrounding sex/gender/sexuality, body, and desire. The
Japan Association for Queer Studies appreciates the hybridity
and multiplicity of the critical perspectives that constitute queer
studies, and hopes to promote queer studies in Japan through
establishing a democratic forum for dialogue on an equal basis
among participants with differing viewpoints and backgrounds.

Contact us at: www.queerjp.org (e-mail: info@queerjp.org),
or write to:
A.SHIMIZU
Department of Interdisciplinary Cultural Studies,
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences,
The University of Tokyo.
3-8-1 Komaba, Meguro-ku, Tokyo 153-8902, Japan

Members of the initial working group towards the
establishment of a queer studies association are:

Ryo HIRANO (Postgraduate Student, International Christian
Univ.), HORIE, Yuri (Adjunct lecturer, Hanazono Univ.), Hitoshi
ISHIDA (Adjunct lecturer, Meiji Gakuin Univ.), Saori KAMANO
(Senior researcher, National Institute of Population and Social
Security Research), Kazuya KAWAGUCHI (Professor, Hiroshima
Shudo Univ.), Kazuyoshi KAWASAKA (Postgraduate Student,
International Christian Univ.), Takashi KAZAMA (Assistant
professor, Chukyo Univ.), Claire MAREE (Full-time lecturer,
Tsuda College), SHIMIZU, Akiko (Associate professor, The Univ.
of Tokyo), Katsuhiko SUGANUMA (PhD. Candidate, The Univ. of
Melbourne), Kazuko TANAKA (Professor, International Christian
Univ.), TANIGUCHI, Hiroyuki (Adjunct lecturer, Chuo Univ.)
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The Initial Working Group, JAQS



