Contents

TRZIR ) FIEICRIbNS BT
BE1 I FURMERER

[ S CGS ABD=1—2R
BANSDZ 21— 1
RS e )

15 2 L AARICHIT B LEDFERE
WEH S OME | LEEFHE

I International
T Tolyoro-

Comfort Women and “Apology”
F1: Christianity and Homosexuality
News from CGS

News from Japan 1

News from Japan 2

F2: Working Women in Japan
Report: Women and Labor

B TRZE) FEIcRIbhD M5
TAYATRRIC TEZREE) A (HRes121) HMEHEE N
TLUR. RfEEMEIE DAIFFSREIERET 5] EW0WDDE,
IHEEHAEBEDREZEBET HHESZBRY R LI, TORSH.
WEEIEEERKVTAVADKFAT 4 T HEHTERELR
D OMHZERU D E—8n. REBRIIEERFPICT Y ¥ 2 KKk
MBI LT TH5E) L. vy a KRBT TBEEZIFAN
%] EISLCTcEWD, TRZRIE] HEETHHEWVWT vYaX
RBICHTEL. TvyaXKmEd [RIFANDS] £W52D
WPV IE —E ATEA 5D, WEEBRND [FH5E]
D AZBRTDHEVNDDIEADD,
TAUATRRICE SN TRRE] REIE. BARBUAFIC
UTFD 4 m%ZRHTNS, @BARBATIE. 1930 FHAHSF
TRREMGERDT VT ERTFEASDERZE S KU
SEOBEICBENT. HRIC %2R L LTHSNEED
Il o ey BEO R BITK L BAREO IS Z 58] L
T EIEDWT, BERED DEEBR TR W CREENEEZ EIC
a& EIE[SON mwkné&%Tﬁ% Q@BARBTFIE. TD
ARHFEHNEHAEREAREBICK Y. HEBERKEEL LTOLWE
BR%ZH& T DA CT Ebh%&ah?«%?ﬁ%oQE$&
FHE. BARBEDRSD IHRim] OMNEMEE ASES I35
Dol THVHESERICTLTEH, BRELDRIICKE

008

Sep. 2007

Since the Comfort Women Resolution (H. Res 121) was
submitted to the U.S. House of Representatives, Prime Minister
Abe has repeated his denials regarding the enforcement of the
Imperial Japanese Army, while continuing to uphold the Kouno
Statement. However, after criticism from the victim nations and
the international community, including the US media, Prime
Minister Abe suddenly changed his attitude. He “apologized”
to President Bush during his visit to the US and President Bush
“accepted his apology.” What is the meaning of this strange
dialogue between Prime Minister Abe apologizing to President
Bush, a non- victim of the comfort women issue, and President
Bush “accepting” his apology? What does such an “apology,”
which ignores the actual victims, achieve?

The Resolution submitted to the U.S. House of Representatives
makes the following four demands to the Japanese government:

@ The Japanese government should formally recognize,
apologize, and accept, in a clear and unambiguous form,
historical responsibility for the Japanese Army’ s actions during
the colonization and military occupation period from 1930, in
which young women in Asia and the Pacific Islands were forced
to work as sex slaves, now known as “comfort women.”

@ This formal apology must be made as a formal declaration by
the Japanese Prime Minister.

@ The Japanese government must clearly and officially rectify
their claims that there was no sex slavery or human trafficking
carried out to provide “comfort women” for the Japanese Army.
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@ Comfort Women and the Question of “Apology”

@ The Japanese government should educate the present and
future generations about this horrible crime and follow the
recommendations regarding comfort women put forth by the
international community.

The crucial point of this Resolution is the “apology in a clear
and unambiguous form.” Although the Japanese government
has lobbied the U.S. parliament that “we have apologized
several times,” the problem is that their “apology” has not
been accepted as such by the victims. What is an “apology”?
This question asks us how the issue of comfort women can be
reconciled.

Apology is an important part of redress. Redress does not
solely mean monetary indemnity. Redress is a compensation for
suffering of the victims, which has been exacerbated by Japan
denying and ignoring its responsibility since the war and the
long post-war period. In other words, it refers to the responsibility
toward people’s sufferings and cost for the accepting one’ s
mistakes and correcting them. A former comfort woman from
the Phillipines, Ms. Maxima Regala, who participated in the
Women's International Tribunal of War Criminals held in Tokyo
in 2000, said “Justice has always left us behind.” Apology must
involve self-scrutiny of past miscarriages of justice. This self-
scrutiny is a responsibility that Japanese society must face up to
for the future.

Rumiko NISHINO, Museum director
Women’ s Active Museum on War and Peace
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Kiristo-no-Kaze (Winds of Christ)

Kiristo-no-Kaze (Winds of Christ) is a gathering for Christian
sexual minorities. Our first meeting, in September 1995 in
Tokyo, came about quite by chance. Amongst a gathering of
homosexuals one day, there happened to be some Christians
and the conversation turned to the need for a space in which we
can give thanks to God for our sexuality in the belief that it has
been bestowed upon us by Him - rather than having to repent,
or pray to God to change our sexuality. Eventually, the desire to
hold a church service grew stronger, and thus gave rise to the
first Kiristo-no-Kaze congregation.

Kiristo-no-Kaze is characterized by certain interesting features:

iIn principle, there is no continuity and the gathering

is dissolved after each meeting.
(@For this reason, no-one knows

whether another gathering will actually take place or not.
®Since it is a voluntarily-planned gathering,

the majority of the attendees do not know the names,

let alone the contact-addresses, of the others.

It may seem surprising that Kiristo-no-Kaze has managed to
continue for over eleven years under such unstable conditions.
However, | feel that perhaps it is precisely this ambiguous
unconventional stance that has allowed it to continue accepting
all kinds of beliefs, ideals and principles.

There are two important lessons | have learned from Kiristo-
no-Kaze. The first was the extent to which Christianity has,
throughout its long history, attempted to fit sexuality into a
single frame, oppressing any other sexuality which does not
fit into it. | believe that Kiristo-no-Kaze challenges the entire
Christian Church - namely, did the teachings of Christ, that “God
created us in his image, and loves us,” really exclude or oppress
sexual minorities?

Secondly, | have learned that sexuality can be extremely

diverse. | have also come to realise that, amongst sexual
minorities, male homosexuals constitute the majority and are the
most powerful.

One of the promises to which Kiristo-no-Kaze is committed is
that “sexuality cannot be judged by appearances and we must
beware not to label or brand each other.” Kiristo-no-Kaze makes
us realize that even those subject to discrimination can easily
become persecutors themselves at any given time.

It is now almost twelve years since the beginning of Kiristo-
no-Kaze. | think that over the
course of time, its direction
has changed. Early gatherings
were largely motivated by a
strong desire to “simply feel
at peace,” but now there is
a stronger vision - to enable
“each and every person to
live with hope and courage in
this world.”

Naturally, over the past
twelve years or so, we have been faced with many difficulties.
Yet, through it all, we were always aware that because Christ is
with us, we are soothed, calmed, consoled and strengthened.
Above all, we have always had hope in Christ’ s promise to
give us peace. | cannot predict the future course of Kiristo-no-
Kaze. However, | believe that as long as there is a need for this
discontinuous group, it will persevere. | hope and pray that
Kiristo no Kaze will continue to give strength and hope to each
and every person.

(Taken from the Kiristo-no-Kaze group message, March 2007)

Former meeting space of Kiristo-no-Kaze

Aika TAIRA
Representative, Kiristo-no-Kaze
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Rev. Yuri Horie’ s lecture “Questioning the Church and its Sanctity”

The lecture, “Questioning the Church and its Sanctity:
Criticism of the Church from a Lesbian Perspective,” was held
at ICU on February 2nd, 2007. The lecturer, Rev. Yuri Horie, has
protested from within the church against the claims of the so-
called Ito remark and the Okuma document (1998) that it is
inappropriate for a homosexual to become a pastor of the United
Church of Christ in Japan.

At the center of this opposition are not only Christian
lesbians like Rev. Horie, but also heterosexual women who have
criticized sexual discrimination within the Church. Both have
raised their voices against the male-oriented and heterosexual-
centered structure of the Church. However, in their joint
struggle, Rev. Horie realized that while they had begun by
considering homosexuality in its entirety, the issue somehow
became reduced to “homosexual = gay,” and lesbians were
often ignored. Even as women co-operate under the name of
female solidarity, lesbians suffer the paradox of being denied
their identity. This shows how the identity of lesbians can be
endangered in their joint struggle with not only heterosexuals
but even with other women. The structure of this conflict is not
simple.

In response to this complex paradox, Rev. Horie proposed
an approach which combines perspectives from both Feminist
Theology and the so-called “critics of Christianity” in Japan.
Feminist theologists argue that the Bible regenerates the
discrimination that existed in the past when it was written.
Critics of Christianity are known for their renouncement of the
traditional church and criticism of the conservative nature of the
United Church of Christ in Japan. They have often been ridiculed
by the religious community for not being true Christians but a
“Jesus sect,” which has created its own image of Jesus. However,
are there any reasonable grounds for criticizing and labeling
others as “disbelievers” in Christianity? On what basis does the
religious community judge itself to be “the holy” and categorize

people like homosexuals as dirty sinners?

Rev. Horie referred to Shizuka Uemura’ s lesu: Hito to Kami to
(Jesus: Diety and Humanity (2005)), which considers Jesus as
one who “appears in front of those who practice self criticism
themselves in order to help them relativize themselves.” Do
we not have to question
ourselves continuously that
the Jesus whom we or the
church consider may not
be the real Jesus, and that
actions by us or the church
may not be following his
will? Learning from the
example of Jesus, should we
not be trying to relativize
ourselves by transcending past
interpretations of the Bible and consider the significance of what
is happening here and now?

This self-criticism will, of course, also help to alert heterosexual
women of how lesbian identity has been denied. Rev. Horie
refuses to give up. She writes, “ want to find great “hope’ in the
journey of our struggle and the possibilities that exist,” (Horie,
2006: 205). In her words, we can see her determination to achieve
co-existence with the Church by criticizing it from within.

| also wish to join their struggle. Even in continuing to
question myself and the people around me whom | treasure, |
refuse to despair. In order to live in harmony with others, |, or we,
want to live with “hope” as our guiding light.

Rev. Yuri HORIE

Yuji KATO
Graduate Student, ICU
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IWS 2007: “Gender in Asia - A Roundup: Looking Back/ Looking into Our Future”

From June 22 to 23, CGS held a workshop to round up our
three previous international workshops on “Human Security
and Gender in Asia,” the first of which had been held in the fall
of 2004. The main purpose of this workshop was to summarize
our results so far, as well as to explore the future directions of
CGS-based gender research and educational activities. Eight
participants from overseas and three from Japan were invited.

On the first day, the guest speakers were asked to re-read the
papers which they had presented at the previous workshops
in the past and report on any new findings. The reports were
divided across three separate
sessions (social sciences,
humanities, natural sciences)
according to the perspectives
of Asia, Gender, and Human
Security. On the second day,
the morning session was on
“Gender and Colonialism in
Asia.” In the afternoon, the
speakers were invited to select
a number of issues for free
discussion.

Among the many important
discussions during this
workshop, one particularly
interesting topic was the idea
of “Colonialism of the mind,”
which featured in both the morning and afternoon sessions
of the second day. The discussion highlighted the powerful
influence of colonialism, so deeply ingrained in people’ s minds
that it cannot sufficiently be expressed by the narrow sense of
the term “colony.” The passionate debates that unfurled among
all of the participants clearly showed how central this theme is
when considering gender in Asia. Another essential perspective

Poster of the IWS 2007

was the recognition
of power in the
discussion of
“physical beauty”
(which involves the
process of defining,
and redefining
beauty). How, where,
and by whom is this
power exercised? In
fact, the historical process of this power runs parallel to that of
colonialism and is an issue which requires detailed explication in
future research.

There were three central issues that emerged from this
workshop. First of all, the importance of bringing religion
into perspective, which has frequently been brought up in
the previous workshops also, cannot be stressed or discussed
enough. Secondly, a significant issue on the second day of the
workshop was the problem of discussing gender in Asia through
a Western medium, that is, the English language. The fact that
discussions of Asia from an Asian perspective are filtered through
a Western language is a problem that requires continuous critical
examination. Lastly, CGS member Etsuko Kato had expressed
concern after the last workshop over the problem of defining
“Asia” (Gender & Sexuality, 2006, Vol. 2, p. 96), and participants
here were also increasingly conscious of what it meant to be
discussing gender issues “within Asia.” This issue must continue
to be addressed as long as CGS is a space for considering gender
issues from an Asian perspective.

Participants of the IWS 2007

Yumiko MIKANAGI
ICU Professor/ IWS 2007 Coordinator
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Miho Matsugu’ s Lecture “Embarking on Motherhood as a Lesbian in the U.S.”

Ms. Miho Matsugu, an assistant professor at DePaul
University, Chicago, gave a guest lecture, entitled “Embarking
on Motherhood as a Lesbian in the U.S.” for the course ‘Gender
Relations’ on December 18, 2006.

She recounted the various phases that she and her partner
Anne had undergone as a lesbian couple in the process of
pregnancy, childbearing and parenting. Matsugu found her life in
the U.S. entering a new phase when her partner of almost twenty
years confessed her wish to have a child. Matsugu had long felt
discomfort about, and resistance to, the so-called “ordinary life
plan” predominantly comprised of marriage, childbirth and
family. Thus, Matsugu prepared herself for what lay ahead with a
host of questions --- Why do you want to become a mother? Do
you feel that there is something missing in your life when you
share it only with me?

Matsugu’ s detailed report of her experiences provided a
glimpse into the difficulties of lesbian couples as they attempt
to build their lives with a child in the face of systemic, social and
cultural obstacles. In the Q&A session afterwards, a student in the
audience declared that the lecture had been “very inspiring.”
Indeed, the experience of these lesbian mothers provided great
encouragement for other non-heterosexual couples who wish to
follow in their footsteps. Matsugu and her partner’ s experience,
however, should not be summarized merely as a story of
empowerment.

Her partner, as the “childbearer,” experienced what it was
like to begin motherhood through the actual physical process of
childbearing and parenting, thus fostering a love for their baby
daughter. On the other hand, Matsugu, as the “non-childbearer,”
was alienated from those experiences, and left with a very
basic doubt regarding how to develop a relationship with her
child or indeed whether it was possible at all. The “family” was
compelled to move to Chicago, where gay couples are granted
parental custody, in order to secure the relationship between

Matsugu and her daughter, which otherwise could not be
guaranteed by physical relationship or legal protection. Their
experience sheds light on parenthood itself and reveals how it
has been a privilige conferred upon sexual relationships enjoyed
only by legally protected, heterosexual couples.

Yet, | thought that Matsugu’ s
case was accommodated
within the still inadequate but
improving social system. This
is because theirs is a one-on-
one lesbian relationship which
is accepted to some extent
by society due to its similarity
to that of monogamous,
heterosexual couples. Their
financial stability was also an important factor. Then, how about
those who are even more socially marginalized and do not fit
within the social system? Although intimate relationships and
parenting vary much more than generally assumed, why is it that
only one type of relationship is justified and protected? And what
do we learn when only the relationships that are considered
unthreatening to this form--monogamous, heterosexual
relationships-- are promoted and granted more rights and
protection? | do not claim to attribute all the problems we face
to the current system. Yet, is it really impossible to elevate the
status of the disempowered people so as to achieve full equality
with heterosexuals and those who similarly enjoy the benefits
the society offers, while trying to throw the authority of the
system itself off balance?

There will inevitably be more challenges awaiting Matsugu
as her daughter grows up. | hope that she will share her
experiences, difficulties and discoveries with us again.

Yuko SASAKI
ICU graduate

Prof. Miho MATSUGU
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Reflections on the Tokyo Gubernatorial Election

The Tokyo gubernatorial election was held at the beginning
of April, 2007. The big issue of this election was whether or not
Shintaro Ishihara, the Tokyo governor, would be re-elected again
for a third term in office. Ishihara did indeed win the election.
Upon hearing the news, | was so disappointed that | clutched my
head in my hands and did not even have the energy to turn off
the television.

As a transgender, | had paid close attention to this election.
Since | am not a citizen of Tokyo, | did not have the right to vote,
but the election still concerned me greatly. | found myself giving
a speech for Katteren, an unofficial group of Shiro Asano’s
supporters. | also attended his street rallies and other related
events.

This election had a special significance for sexual minorities
and feminists. Ishihara has been well known for his so-called
“granny” remarks, criticisms of sexual education at the Nanao
school for the Handicapped, and his claims that Shinjuku
2-chome (a well-known gay district) “is not beautiful and
must be restricted by
ordinance.” Thus, his re-
election meant that this
sexual discrimination will
continue. Ishihara had
also discriminated against
foreign residents in Japan
and the handicapped.
Many social minorities
had therefore supported
Asano, a strong opposition
candidate.

On March 25th, “Selfish
Individuals Gathering with Shiro” was held at the Musashino
City Community Center, and | gave a speech with three other
LGBTs. On March 30th, more than 500 people gathered in the

'_ L iy !
Street Rally by Mr. ASANO
in Nicho-me, Shinjuku

rain to hear Asano address a street rally in Shinjuku 2-chome.
“Female Katteren: Let” s win with Asano,” a group established by
feminists and others were holding a street appeal on April 1st.
Asano promised to attend a sexual minority parade if he were
invited, and declared that politics was important especially for
social minorities.

There were many reasons for the election loss, but here | will
write about my own experiences rather than the election itself.

In the election, | was fortunate to witness firsthand the needs
and wishes of people from diverse perspectives. For instance,
| met a foreign resident at the Musashino Community Center.
In her speech, she said that she could not leave her house after
Ishihara” s xenophobic speech in which he called certain Asians
“sangokujin.” Many of the audience were moved and cried
with her as she struggled to speak through her tears. After the
event, she hugged me and said “we should try not to blame
ourselves,” | felt that it was the first time that | came face-to-face
with real “foreign residents” in Japan. | learned much from my
experiences in this short period by sharing space and exchanging
dialogue with people from different perspectives, including
those concerned with re-development in the Shimo-Kitazawa
district or those working in education for the handicapped.

Also, this election was a good chance for many LGBTs to think
about politics. If more than 500 people become concerned with
the elections, it must certainly be an important starting point for
change.

There must have been many people who were disappointed
by Ishihara’ s third re-election to office. However, by focusing
on “how we fought,” we can find meaning in that it has shown
us how we can become more involved in future. The result
was unfortunate but | still feel that | benefited greatly from
participating in the election activities.

Mameta ENDO
Rainbow College
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The 51st Session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women

On April 20, 2007, the Cabinet Office held a hearing on the
51st session of the UN Commission on the Status of Women
(February 26 to March 9, 2007).

The prioritized theme of the session was the abolition
of discrimination and violence in any form against girls. It
highlighted the fact that the practice of inclusively categorising
girls under “juvenile” and “youth” has made them invisible
and subjected to neglect and then the discussion moved on to
the analysis of the needs particular to girls, and the necessity of
building up related statistical data. It is known that in developing
countries, girls often have limited opportunites for education
as the familial expectations on them to work begin at a much
younger age than for boys. It is also known, as pointed out in
the session, that the girls easily fall prey to sexual exploitation;
for example, with forced marriages at a very early age. However,
inequality and violence against girls may not necessarily be
confined to developing nations alone.

In Japan, a system of compulsory education has long
been institutionalized, and the issue of child labor has been
successfully dealt with; yet, double standards persist within the
family system as boys are exempted altogether from their share
of family chores so they can study, while girls are instructed
to finish their chores first before their schoolwork. It is also
not unusual to hear people say that it is enviable to have girls
because it “exempts parents from worrying over their studies,”
whereas boys “require special care and supervision” with regard
to their academic achievements. | suspect that the expectations
for boys are on their future earnings, made possible by the
present education system, while for girls it is the present menial
tasks because of their lesser potential to gain strong economic
viability in future.

The differing degrees of expectancy towards the future of
boys and girls is another expression of the same principle that
lies behind the discrimination against girls in developing nations.

7

By overlooking the problem, Japanese society also manifests the
same issue of the invisibility of girls’ existence. According to the
ILO’ s research on child labor, investment in a child’ s education
yields six times more economic return in future (Yomiuri
Shimbun, May 25). Having a child to work and not educate may
seem economical in the short term, but is in fact a huge loss in
the long term. The findings were based on the examination of
general child labor and not specifically that of girls, but it seems
quite safe to assume that the relatively low future expectancy
for girls may have contributed to national economic loss. This
slighting would also place women again in the cycle of low
expectancy and low gain.

At the hearing, there was a question from the floor concerning
the Japanese government’ s policy and its present commitment
to the education of girls, but the panellists failed to deliver
clear answers. Only one female UN representative gave, as her
personal opinion, that in present-day Japan, only the inclusive
frame of “child” is applicable, and that the frame of “girl” does
not exist. In reality, today’ s girls live under different expectations
to those for boys. The situation may gradually lead to lower self-
esteem and will to live as responsible and independent members
of society. The next priority theme of the UN Commission on
the Status of Women is “Fund-raising for gender equity and
female empowerment,” another important issue pertaining to
the situation of girls. Girls are being early deprived of power,
and their resultant weaker economic viability leads to further
depravity of power. The issue of funding is certainly of great
significance in putting an end to this vicious cycle and thereby
empower women. There are indeed many challenges awaiting
the multi-dimensional actualization of a real economy and
in preparing to deal with knowledge-equipped professional
economists, but they will certainly be worthwhile.

Takako NIWA
Graduate Student, ICU
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The Gender Identity Disorder Treatment Therapy Medical Malpractice Case

In late March | filed a law suit against Osaka Medical College
(OMCQ) after a failed surgical breast excision operation that was
part of my treatment for GID (Gender Identity Disorder). | wish
to express my thoughts and feelings regarding the trial, and to
shed light upon issues pertaining to GID medical care. | must
stress beforehand that | do not presume to represent or speak on
behalf of all GID sufferers.

Discussions of GID often refer to the patients’ suffering, as
well as the inescapable feelings of dislocation and disharmony
they feel with their bodies. However, will the pain and suffering
of the patients be relieved if they are simply treated as being of
“the opposite sex to their natural-born sex”? The obstacles faced
by many GID sufferers include not only a sense of disharmony
with their physical body, but also the rigid categorization of male
and female in our society. How valid is this “gender binary” in
the context of GID?

After my initial consultation, | waited three years for an
operation, during which time | thought carefully about what |
wanted from it. My aim was not to get rid of my breasts at any
cost, no matter how messy the end result may be. Nor did | wish
for a perfectly “male” body for | was aware of the limitations of
modern medicine. What was important for me, was that |, as an
individual, would be able to embrace my own body, and that
the operation would improve my quality of life. | passionately
explained to the surgeons beforehand that | wanted to be
treated, like other patients, as an individual case and not a “GID
patient” according to some preconceived category in a universal
medical manual.

In response to my persistent questions regarding the risks,
I had always been told that it would be an “easy” operation.
The results seemed to belie the doctors’ platitudes. The stitch
suppurated and the suture thread began to come loose. Without
showing any signs of recovery, the affected site became necrotic
and | suffered spasms of extreme pain. As one misfortune

followed another, what bothered me was the fact that the
hospital and doctors had not taken my wishes before the
operation seriously. One doctor told me that “there is no need
for concern since we can just perform a skin transplant on the
necrotized area.” The unspoken assumption behind those words
was that no matter what happens during the treatment, the
GID patient will be happy in the end as long as his/her body is
transformed into something approximate to the “opposite sex”
should this kind of medical treatment be supported, regardless
of its quality or content, if that is its only aim? The diverse needs
of GID patients are being neglected, and their importance
diminished, by this mind-set of doctors that is obviously based
on gender binary.

Currently in Japan, there is a shortage of hospitals and doctors
involved in legitimate medicine. This often leads to conflict
situations amongst GID sufferers themselves. In fact some have
even said that “this law suit will make hospitals atrophic and
set back GID treatment therapy.” However, how can there be
true progress when hospitals stubbornly claim that the cause
of the necrosis is “unknown,” and continue to high-wire by
conveniently recouping a patient” s needs on their own accord?
As hospitals offering legitimate medical treatment, they must
question their attitudes, as well as their skills, or these problems
will continue to recur. OMC’ s response to my questions was that
there had been no error in the operation. What has been hidden
can only be brought to light in the courtroom. Only then can
GID treatment begin to make progress again. | have faith in the
consciences of the doctors involved.

Law Suit Support Website http://www.geocities.jp/suku_domo/

Yugi YOSHINO
Graduate Student, Ritsumeikan University
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“Comfort Women” and Education

The repeated denials of Prime Minister Abe has again
highlighted the issue of “Comfort Women” in Japan. Here, | will
consider the perception and teaching of this issue in Japanese
schools with reference to my practice-teaching rounds at my
alma mater girls’ high school last June.

During my three-week internship, | had an opportunity to
teach a class of second year high school students about “comfort
women” as part of my lessons planned on the battles in Okinawa
and the problem of military bases. After referring to the many
“comfort-brothels” in Okinawa, | went on to explain that many
foreign women such as Koreans as well as Japanese women
including Okinawans, were forced by the Japanese Army to
perform sexual acts as “comfort women.” | also explained that
these were not acts of “comfort,” but were, rather, legalized
“rape.” Before the actual lesson, | had fears of how the students
would react; but when | talked of how women’s human rights
were denied in their treatment as “communal toilets” to satisfy
the soldiers’™ (sexual) desires, using photographic panels, | felt
that the students’ interests were drawn to the issue. Upon
hearing the students saying that “the lesson was really good,”
| felt assured that my message had gotten through, despite my
many other defects.

However, contrary to my sense of accomplishment, | received
strict warnings regarding the way | had handled the issue.
The first warning was that, to connect the issue of comfort
women with the image of the so-called image of the “battles
in Okinawa” was assertive and that | should have focused more
on other issues, such as the group suicides where many people
(especially, non-combatant Okinawan residents) were sacrificed.
From this indication, it is clear that the instructor already
possessed an extremely strong preconception of the so-called
battles in Okinawa, from which the issue of comfort women has
been excluded and made invisible. The fact that the comfort
women system was something which grossly injured human

rights, and the “infringements on the female sex” has been
trivialised in comparison to the fact that many people “lost their
lives,” is not fully understood.

The second criticism was that my explanation of the comfort
women was drastic and aggressive, and failed to convey the
major premise that sex is extremely important. The instructor
said that, in the education of girls, to use “extreme” words aimed
to make the lesson more realistic, would implant a “biased view of
males” in students who are at a developing phase and may result
in a reverse discrimination against males. Also, | was told that if |
were going to refer to the comfort women, it should have been
accompanied with a warning or caution against matchmaking
websites, enjo kosai (sugar daddies), prostitution and wearing
highly revealing clothes. Yet how can teaching about comfort
women have any relation to criticism of women “wearing highly
revealing clothes”?

It may be true that in the education of girls, it is necessary to
be cautious when the notion that “sex is extremely important”
creeps in. In most situations, as in this case, “the importance
of protecting the easily-invaded female sex and human rights”
becomes substituted by the message “women, be chaste.”
Any narration which does not fit into this framework is subject
to strong censure, as it is “extreme” or “discriminates against
males.”

| could not help but feel indignation and doubt about how the
issue of comfort women is currently acknowledged and treated
in Japanese schools. The acknowledgement of this issue is in a
critical state, not only at a political level, but also in the field of
education.

Makiko ISERI
Undergraduate Student, ICU
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Interview with Ms. Midori Ito from ACW2

The Action Center for Working Women (ACW2) was founded
on January 20, 2007, as the first nationwide support organization
for female workers which allows individual participation.
What does the launch of a women-only organization signify? |
interviewed ACW?2 representative Ms. Midori Ito, weighted down
by a sense of “resignation” that seems to be hanging over us all.

B Under ACW2 policy, the organization is involved in many
activities for the support of working women; from support for
individual conflict resolution to awareness education. But what
is the difference between ACW2 and other local labour unions
(women’ s unions) which are based on individual membership?

According to Ms. Ito, “The women’ s union is a labor union, so
it helps people to negotiate with corporations to find resolution
for various occupational problems such as sexual harassment
or redundancy. Through this “collective bargaining,” unions
uphold the Trade Union
Law. However, Ms. Ito says
that by the time most of
their clients finally reach the
Union, “they are at the end
of their tether after being
given the run-around by
various consultation offices.”
The centre was established
as a “flag” to guide those
who don’t know where to
go. She says that, “(ACW2)
was created as an adhesive to connect each individual working
woman to the Union.” Their immediate objectives for the future
are to provide information through the “Helpline for Working
Women” which took place this May, and to conduct awareness
education programs.

EThe condition for entry to ACW2 is for “(the member’s)
self-acknowledged sex to be female,” yet now that the

Interviewer Izumi NIKI (left)
and Ms. Midori ITO (right)
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distinction between male/female can no longer be considered
fundamentally universal, why has the centre decided to restrict
itself to females? Ms. Ito wryly smiled and admitted that she is
often asked that question. But she explained that “although
people claim equality of the sexes, discrimination within socially-
created gender roles still exists.” “It is the same for the current
wage system. Although it is said that different payment systems
for men and women are no more, discrimination against those
who are forced into the female category still exists.” She also
adds that although women are beginning to enter into a diverse
range of occupational fields, it still is not “gender-equal.” “For
example, even if a woman becomes a truck driver, her wages are
not increased. It would make sense to raise a woman’ s salary to
equal that of a man’ s, but what they do is lower it to a female
wage. The so-called ‘rise of the female workforce’ or ‘the
mainstreaming of women’ is just a way of sweating cheap labor
power for longer hours. If they really wanted to strengthen the
female work force, then they ought to give them a raise.”

Yet the current unionization rate is 18%. Additionally, it is
male-oriented, and ‘labor unions have not done their best
to solve women’ s concerns of pregnancy, child-birth, sexual
harassment, wage inequality or irregular employment.” That is
why Ms. Ito started Women’ s Union Tokyo. However, there were
problems which even a women’ s union could not resolve. An
example of this is the situation of “women in society believing
that they are the inferior sex, and degrading their own sex.”

“When asked which sex they’ d rather be if they were to be
reincarnated, an alarming number of women reply ‘in the end,
it” s better to be male.” We need a caucus, an independent group,
in order to empower these women, to show them how to regain
pride in themselves, and to realize their true strengths. But, when
men and women work together, it seems that the men always
seem to take the cherry, perhaps, because, men have a stronger
influence or because they are more experienced socially. We
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want to give these women a chance to take affirmative action.”
In order to do this, it was ncecessary for women and women’ s
unions in the country to form a network. The establishment of
ACW?2 as an “adhesive” was a response to this need.

B Although ACW2 is a
centre for women, Ms. Ito
says that there is something
she wants to convey to men
as well.

“Some people say that it
is difficult to be a male, with
all these long working hours.
There are also people who
say that it is harrowing to be
told to work longer hours than women, because they are men or
not to take part in child-rearing. That’ s why | think that people
like us need to send out messages like ‘working long hours is not
what makes you manly’ or that it’ s not so important, and not
following these strictures won’ t take away their masculinity.”

B Over the past 16 years since the burst of the economic
bubble, Ms. Ito says that society and corporations have become
even stranger. Yet, she also says that she has “hope in the young
people in their 20" s,” because of their upbringing within those
severe circumstances.

“I went to a youth mayday rally, and it was so interesting.
There were people who were really poor, the kind of people who
had become something like ‘McDonald refugees’ or ‘Net Café
refugees’ (in reference to those people, mainly youths, who
spend their nights in 24-hour facilities such as McDonalds or Net
Cafés) trying to make a connection in their own way with each
other - for the sake of their existence - instead of staying cooped
up in their homes. In them | have much hope. Young people have
both energy and power, and can start over again even if they
fail.”

Ms. Midori ITo
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She prays that those people will be able to live a balanced
life, enjoying their work, life and time-off in their own youth-like
fashion, without being affected by the corporate system. She
believes that “the people who are going to enter the work force
in future need to protect their work conditions, and not leave it
to other people. This is why unions and the center exist; simply
having somewhere to access makes a difference.”

B There are currently 390-odd members in ACW2. Ms. Ito
laughs that it is a long-way from the aim of ten thousand
members. Yet, she thinks that there are many latent possibilities.
Recently, “groups for poor youths and migrant workers”
contacted the ACW2. Although she prefaces that it may be
wishful thinking, Ms. Ito feels that “within this social divide,
those who were former adversaries such as men and women, or
migrant workers and Japanese people are now starting to join
hands and understand each other.”

There were some calls from men to the helpline established in
May. Ms. Ito says that, “in earlier days, there were many of sexual
harassment calls just because of the word ‘women’ attached to
the helpline. Although this may be a coincidence, this time there
were none. Perhaps a kind of division has arisen within males, or
a mutual understanding has developed - there were calls asking
if they could call the female hotline, even if they were male. | feel
a great potential in cases like this.”

What should both men and women do to live a “normal” life?
Seeing Ms. Ito’ s expectations of new alliances within the social
divide, | also felt encouraged to take action. In order to overcome
this “sense of resignation” towards society, it is vital for each and
every one of us not to give up.

Full text of interview  http://subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/
ACW2 website  http://acw2.org/

Interviewer: Izumi NIKI

Graduate Student, ICU
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Childbirth and Japanese Corporations

“You are pregnant. The expected date of delivery will be
December 1st.”

Wow. Toiling through the new personnel training this spring,
it had never occurred to me that this larger-than-life episode
could happen to me. | was quick in deciding to go ahead with my
pregnancy, but my decision was obviously not met with a warm
reception at work. In my subsequent dealings with the company,
| was brought face to face with the harsh reality of the Japanese
working environment for women and witnessed firsthand the
unenlightened views of the Japanese corporate world with
regard to pregnancy and child rearing.

There are two main obstacles for working women considering
motherhood - institutional inadequacy and the lack of
understanding or support from their colleagues. The company |
work for has a reputation for providing better benefit packages
for women, but | soon learnt that this only applied to employees
who have worked for a certain number of years. New recruits
like myself were not eligible and could only receive the statutory
benefit entitlements of the National Health Insurance and the
minimum period of maternity leave according to the Labour
Standard Act. The benefit barely meets birth expenses and living
costs during maternity leave. Moreover, the length of the leave
- six weeks for pre-birth and eight weeks for post-birth - is the
bare minimum required for maternal health. A large number of
companies are yet to implement their own benefit packages.
Female employees in such companies are forced to make do
with just the statutory entitlements, regardless of their working
years. The situation is even more difficult for single mothers and
disabled women.

Furthermore, the inadequate system also undermines the
minds of people under it. The other day, | happened to be
talking to a senior female colleague who had just learned of my
pregnancy.

“I too am considering when the ‘ideal time’ will be for
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motherhood.”

Her words astonished me. | learned for the first time that she,
despite being highly efficient, skilled in languages and entrusted
with many responsibilities, has been working with the unstable
status of a contract employee. | realised that her indecision
regarding pregnancy was based on the fear that it may affect
the renewal of her next annual contract. Her words, “the ideal
time,” also made me think; because her “ideal” was measured
according to corporate interests rather than to such factors as
age and her overall personal life plan. It shows that pregnancy
for working women has become a career-oriented event rather
than a personal event in life, as engagement or leadership
is prioritized over family planning. It might also be argued
that organizing natal schedules according to work schedules
means that the female childbearing sex has been utterly and
unquestioningly embedded in the male non-childbearing sex.
Women would be greatly encouraged if they could receive
social support at such an important time of their life. But in the
Japanese corporate world, in which the working model is based
upon a male perspective, it would be considered merely selfish
for a woman to give birth on her own accord.

When | visited the in-house clinic the other day to report
on my pregnancy, | nearly burst into tears upon receiving an
unexpected word of congratulations from the staff. Looking back,
it was the first time | had been congratulated for my pregnancy
by an in-house personnel. | intend to continue expressing my
personal perspectives with a view to realizing a society that
allows a woman’ s free choice in her life, job and working
environment and offers every woman, regardless of her job
status, heart-felt congratulations and support in motherhood.

ICU graduate



