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="A Rural Perspective on Cell Phone Filtering

The issue of cell phone filtering for minors in Japan is being
addressed by the government, corporations, third party
organizations and even in the Diet. | am greatly concerned
that websites and personal blogs for the interaction of sexual
minorities and the provision of accurate information for them are
at risk of being targeted as “harmful” by uniform filtering. This
could not only aggravate the current prejudice, but also deprive
sexual minorities of their support systems.

| only became conscious
of other homosexuals
and people with Gender
Identity Disorder (GID)
after | had come of age.
My sister encouraged me
to use the Internet on her
computer and by chance,
| came across a chat
room for homosexuals.
Until then, | had believed
that there just couldn’t
be anybody like me in
this world and had been
unable to envision a happy
future. So that instant for
me was when | truly felt that | was “born unto this world.” From
that moment, my life changed.

However, on PC-oriented websites there were little
opportunities for me to meet fellow sexual minorities in my local
area. | thought perhaps they were all in the cities. A few years
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later, | coincidentally found some messages posted by locals on
an internet bulletin board.

The bulletin board was accessible by cell phone and many
of the comments were being posted from cell phones. In rural
areas, most people don’ t have a personal computer so they
rely on their cell phones to contact others. Among them are
many minors. They are unable to escape from their homes or
schools but find it difficult to come out for fear of discrimination
or rejection. All the more reason why it is the cell phones in
their hands that help these young people meet fellow sexual
minorities and support one another.

With the prevailing prejudice against sexual minorities, it is
extremely difficult for those of us who live in rural areas to live as
who we are. Schools teach us nothing about homosexuality, and
there are many adults who reject knowledge and information out
of misunderstanding and revulsion. Even so, we are struggling to
find happiness, and a place where we can be ourselves.

The so-called “Internet Control Law for Minors” has recently
been passed. Third party organizations have begun preparing
to certify websites. The filtering problem is only just beginning.
| pray in earnest that this problem is accurately assessed and
fairly debated so that the happiness of young people may be
protected. If happiness is a right bestowed upon everyone, then
no one should be allowed to strip others of their means to find it.

Sou
Nijiiro hempeisoku - Aomori Sexual Minorities Associatior|
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Kick-off: Japan-UK LGBT Youth Exchange Project

The situation for LGBTs has seen great change in the last
five years. In the UK, legislation has been passed to prevent
discrimination based on sexual orientation and same-sex couples
have been granted similar legal rights to those of heterosexual
married couples. In Japan, an assembly member has publicly
come out as a lesbian and there are many LGBT groups which are
becoming more and more active.

Yet, are questioning LGBT youth finding it easier to access
information or meet people to help them understand their
sexuality? The answer is no. In fact, they are more liable to be
exposed to negative information concerning homosexuality
or the transgression of gender norms, so it is still difficult for
them to accept themselves as they are. This kind of negative
information and the lack of support for LGBT youth in education
is becoming the largest hotbed for bullying due to homophobia
and transgender abhorrence. In both Japan and the UK, many
LGBT youth are the victims of bullying, and some are pushed to
the point of contemplating or actually attempting suicide. At
the same time, there are many LGBT youth who are struggling
in their respective ways and situations to overcome these
difficulties and transform the prejudice into understanding. In
the movement to create a society that protects the rights of not
only LGBT but people we cannot ignore the infinite possibilities
that this type of initiative holds.

In light of these circumstances, CGS and the Bristol City
Council Youth and Play Services have joined forces to create
the Japan-UK LGBT Youth Exchange Project, in order to help
LGBT youth share their hardships and to further promote their
activities. This project aims to create opportunities for young
people to meet in face-to-face interaction - LGBTs, those who are
unsure of their sexuality or gender orientations, and those who
are friendly towards LGBTs. Through this exchange we would
specifically like to create the following types of sessions:

1. A space where LGBT youth and LGBT-friendly youth from
Japan and the UK can enjoy meeting each other.

2. A space where each can learn about
the other’ s country, culture, society, and
lifestyles through online and face-to-face
interaction.

3. A space where questioning LGBT
youth can support each other through the
sharing of their experiences and feelings.

4. A space where LGBT and other youth
can transcend cultural differences and
jointly convey a message to society.

Logos of the Japan-UK
LGBT Youth Exchange
Project

5. A space where youths can initiate
proposals to support LGBT youth in society.

In August 2008, we invited seven young people from Bristol
to Japan for interactive workshops and open events. In 2009, a
visit of young Japanese people to Bristol is planned. We hope to
continue these interactions between Japan and the UK, with our
long-term aims being to help build a foundation for LGBT youth
interaction on an international scale.

We are hoping to further increase (OR broaden OR improve)
our support for LGBT youth. Your participation and support
would be invaluable. For information on the project and further
details on how to get involved, please access http://subsite.icu.
ac.jp/cgs/. We look forward to hearing from you!

Yuko INOUE

Co-ordinator for Japan, Japan-UK LGBT Youth Exchange Project

ICU Center for Gender Studies
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Reasons to Cross Over : Japan-UK LGBT Youth Exchange and Beyond

When it is hard enough to meet other LGBT young people
in our own countries, why do we cross over borders trying to
meet others who live thousands of miles away? Paradoxically
this is the very reason why we are holding this LGBT youth
exchange. The exchange creates a space for young people and
all involved to find themselves as well as each other in societies
where heteronormativity and gender stereotyping attempt to
wipe out and disadvantage the existence of any nonconformist.
Additionally, being young makes LGBT youth a minority in LGBT
communities. While coming-out is still a big issue for most LGBTs,
it is even harder for young people to do so when their lives are
dependent on parental care. This is still the case, not only in
Japan, but also in the UK.

However, we do not just cross over to reach each other. In fact,
through this exchange, LGBT youth from Japan and the UK try
to “cross over” the barriers facing them in society together to
envision a society where everyone is respected irrespective of
differences in sexual orientation or gender identity. To address
the deep-rooted homophobia in society, we need collective
remedies. Concern was raised that the project may end up
disempowering young Japanese people by positioning the UK
as “advanced” and Japan as “backward.” However, if we place
ourselves in this collective challenge, a mere comparison of
two countries does not mean anything. The exchange is not
about “comparison” which is only possible from the position of
observers without engagement. Contrary to this, the exchange is
set up for young people and their allies to “engage” in finding a
voice and making proposals for changes as well as enjoying each
other’ s company and learning about different cultures.

It is important to note that many LGBT youth in the UK
still face homophobic bullying at school despite the recent
legislative changes which promote LGBT equality. In Bristol, a
group of parents recently campaigned against anti-homophobia
awareness work at two primary schools. Consequently the

schools were forced to withdraw books which teach about family
diversity, such as Tango Makes Three. Even with legislation to
protect LGBTs, there is still a lot to be achieved in the UK before
LGBT youth can enjoy their lives fully. In contrast, in my view,
what is striking about LGBT activism in Japan is that there are
many creative initiatives led by LGBT youth. This is happening
without any official support. | believe that there are shared
struggles in both countries and there is much potential for the
exchange as a collective enquiry to learn from each other.
Although it is widely argued
that people who we currently
refer to as LGBT exist in many
cultures, sadly it is hard to find
a country where they do not
experience discrimination and
violence. It was not long ago
that news of a 19-year-old gay
Iranian facing deportation was
featured on the front page of
the Independent. This young
man left Iran fearing persecution
and applied for asylum status in
the UK, which ended up being
unsuccessful. However, it was
pressure from domestic and
international campaigns that
enabled him to gain the right to stay. As many people saw his
ordeal as theirs and took action wherever they were, this very act
of “crossing over” saved his life. Looked at in this way, this youth
exchange is an act of planting and watering seeds in people’s
hearts. This will hopefully enable people to come together to
create a better world for everyone, including LGBTs.
Yukiko HOSOMI
Co-ordinator for UK, Japan-UK LGBT Youth Exchange Project
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“Sex/Gender/Sexuality Outlaw” - the Rainbow Hangout at Diffendorfer Memorial Hall

When | was a high school
student in Japan, | was a closeted
gay. | don’ t think | even had that
word - gay - to identify myself
as. | knew the word “homo” and
only revealed my sexuality in
online forums. | had no idea how
my friends and parents would
respond if | came out because
| had never seen anyone come
out. | was comfortable with my
sexuality but it was not until |
left the country that | could tell
my mother and my best friend
that | was sexually/romantically
attracted to men rather than
women. | sometimes wonder, if
I had not moved to New Zealand at the age of seventeen, would
| have ever been able to come out? In a high school in Japan? |
don’ t think so.

Most new students at ICU have just graduated from high
school. Some are straight, others queer. In other words, they are
coming from various sexual backgrounds and sexual herstories
and/or histories. Everybody is different. But sadly, there are
“good” and “bad” ways of being different and being categorized
as the latter puts you in the closet. Very few students comfortably
come out in junior or senior high school.

But college is different! | wanted to let our new students
know that. That’ s why | decided to go RAINBOW. The very first
week of Spring Term 08 at ICU began with two beautifully (or
a little too flashily :p) decorated rainbow tables in the West
Wing of Diffendorfer Memorial Hall. | was joined by my friends,
some of whom were affiliated with CGS or Sumposion, an LGBIT
student organization at ICU. There was no common activity we

Rainow sandwich board
of Sei Outlaw

all engaged in, but what we did was to hang out at the rainbow
tables — studying, eating, talking.

Every day in the week was better than the previous day with
more participation, decoration, and most importantly, support
from our fellow students and teachers. Our slogan on the hand-
made rainbow sandwich board was “Sei Outlaw” —the Japanese
word “sei” means sex, gender, and sexuality, while the “outlaw”
part was taken from Kate Bornstein’ s book Gender Outlaw. In
sum, more than 100 people sat at the rainbow tables in the week.
Some asked us what the event was for. Some asked further about
LGBIT activism at ICU. More than a few visited CGS later.

“So, there are people like me!” moments are important for
young sexual minorities. Studies suggest that the suicide rates
of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender teens in the US and
the UK are significantly higher than those of their heterosexual
counterparts. It is also suggested that they are more likely to
be bullied in high school than heterosexual kids. So the other
important thing is “so, there are people like them!” moments for
non-LGBT students. | believe that what we did helped to increase
awareness at our campus in that respect, too. We, however, did
not choose to embrace identity politics by dividing a priori the
heterosexual and the queer; rather, our slogan, “Sei Outlaw,”
was meant to encourage self-identified heterosexual individuals
to question their heterosexuality, ask themselves if their sexuality
is really, truly, and wholly “normal” and thus not outlaw (You
might prefer words like “normal” and“abnormal” but if you
look at the titles of pornographic videos supposedly targeted at
“normal” populations, you will get confused between what’ s
normal and what’ s not :p).

So we were happy when one girl came up to us and declared
“Oh, maybe | am a Sei Outlaw too!”

Chico Masak
Undergraduate student, ICU
A Homosexual Asian Male Bitch From CA/NZ/JP
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Report: Lecture by Kota Ishijima “Gender, Culture and Sports Business in the U.S. and Japan”

“Gender, Culture and Sports Business in the U.S. and Japan”
was a special lecture hosted by CGS as part of the “Approaches
to Gender Studies” course at ICU on April 28, 2008. The
guest speaker was Ms. Kota Ishijima, an MtF (male-to-female)
transgender who has been working as a sports interpreter in
support of Japanese Major League Baseball players in Japan and
the US. She covered a wide range of topics, such as surviving
sexual violence, marriage and children, coming out of the closet,
and Japanese/American sports marketing. The lecture was based
on Ishijima’ s own life experience as an individual who has always
been acutely aware of differences between men and women,
and between Japanese and American cultures.

“My existence may have become a threat to them” was
Ishijima’ s analysis of the reaction of her mostly male friends who
had distanced themselves when her gender transition became
obvious to the eye. Ishijima’s transgression of the gender line
may have made her an existence which threatened her friends’
norms of sexuality. One of Ishijima’s friends who attended the
lecture rebutted this belief,
declaring that her friends
may have simply became
confused about how to
approach the new him/her
and, as a result, drifted
away. This reminded me of
how | too am often unsure
of how to interact with my
transgender friends.

However, upon deeper reflection, | realized that the question
of what exactly is safe to say to those who are transgender,
may be inextricably linked to one’ s awareness of not wanting
to complicate life further, for those who are already finding life
difficult. Are Ishijima’s friends and | afraid of hurting others, or
are we really just afraid of “hurting ourselves”? This highlights
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Poster for the lecture

our feelings of fear of being labeled as a discriminator or a
oppressor. Ishijima’ s analysis of herself as becoming a threat,
and her friends, confusion of not knowing how to approach her,
seem to be stating different things, but are actually the same. In
other words, one may realize that they are both different views
of the same anxiety and feelings of threat that are brought on
by sexual transition. After all, it is evident that Ishijima’ s friends
and | perceived transgressions of the gender line as a threat to
ourselves.

However, falling silent for fear of hurting myself with my own
words and evading potentially explosive topics may seem easier
in the short term, but | have come to realize that no progress
may be found within it. Yet, what exactly is waiting for us once
we break the silence?

In looking back at Ishijima’s lecture in terms of “hurting
ourselves or others,” | thought that “overwhelming self-
disclosure” and “staying strong against oppressors ~ are co-
existing concepts that complement each other. | myself am
cautious in matters regarding self-disclosure, or in other words,
sharing emotions and experiences of failure with others, and
disclosing a weak self. Unnecessary self-disclosure can only
wreak harsh hurt from others who discriminate against women,
or who are against sexual diversity.

However, Ishijima openly spoke to us strangers about her
former suicidal thoughts and the changes that she physically
went through in her gender transition. How was she able to do
this? | believe that this was evidence of Ishijima’ s undaunted
fearlessness against hurting herself through revealing her own
weaknesses. | found hope, the strength to prevail even when
others attack you, and the power to live on even when hurt,
through her words: “Whatever people may say or think, this is
who | am.”

Hisako OSHIMA
Undergraduate student, ICU
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“Women’ s Power of Building Peace - Weaving Together Women' s Initiatives Worldwide”

The Global Article 9 Conference to Abolish War was held at
Makuhari Messe and in other locations in Japan from May 4 to 6,
2008, to disseminate the principles and values of Article 9 of the
Japanese constitution around the globe.

The conference started with speeches by Nobel Peace Prize
Laureate Mairead Corrigan-Maguire (Northern Ireland) and
others, as well as live music and cultural performances.

“Women’ s Power of Building Peace - Weaving Together
Women’ s Initiatives Worldwide” was one of the symposiums and
workshops held on the second day. A total of six panelists from
different countries participated in the discussion on women’s
roles in peacemaking. As the facilitator of the workshop, |
would like to report on some of the successful examples and
suggestions for future activities that they shared with us.

Ms. Cora Weiss (USA), president of the Hague Appeal for Peace,
started by bringing up the United Nations Security Council
Resolution 1325 (2000), the theme of which was “women,
peace, and security.” She urged for the resolution to be put into
practice.

Ms. Ann Wright, a former diplomat, spoke about how the war
experience and PTSD were giving rise to sexual violence against
female soldiers and women living in or near US military bases.
After serving in the US army as a colonel for approximately thirty
years, she had resigned in direct protest of the Iraq War.

Ms. Ellen Woodsworth shared her thoughts on the need for
collaboration between peace movements and other movements
dealing with social problems such as poverty, violence against
women, and housing issues. A former Vancouver city councilor
and president of the Vancouver Chapter of WILPF, her argument
was based upon what she and other women learned from the
2006 World Peace Forum held in Vancouver.

All the way from Kenya came Ms. Florence Mpaayei, executive
director of the Nairobi Peace Initiative. She spoke about the
conflict following the recent presidential election, and how

African women are affected by such conflicts and their low social
status as women. She also gave some examples of women’s
involvement in peacebuilding activities in Kenya, ranging from
peace negotiations between governments to grassroots activism.

Ms. Jung Gyunglan from South Korea introduced the activities
and networks of the Women Making Peace International
Committee, an organization created by women working towards
denuclearization and peace in Northeast Asia and the Korean
Peninsula.

Ms. Suzuyo Takazato of Okinawa Women Act Against Military
Violence detailed the history of activism by Okinawan women
against sexual violence by American soldiers in residence at the
military base in Okinawa. She also pushed for Articles 9 and 24
(gender equality) to be put into practice so that every human
being could live in safety and equality.

Ms. Rumiko Nishino from VAWW-NET Japan and Women’ s
Active Museum on War and Peace argued that Article 9 requires
the resolution of the comfort women issue.

Ms. Kimiko Takada from New Japan Women’ s Association
discussed the role that women’ s grassroots activism has played
in safeguarding the Constitution of Japan.

More than 800 people participated in the symposium and
we ran out of copies of the handouts. We received numerous
questions and comments from the floor, one of which | find
particularly notable: “In order to promote women’ s initiatives
like these, we need an education system that teaches our
children about sexuality and gender equality.”

The official summary of the symposium can be found at
<http://www.whynot9.jp/sb/log/eid50.html>.

Records of the panel discussion have been uploaded on the
page “From AJWRC” at <http://ajwrc.org/ip/>.

Kozue AKIBAYASHI
International Vice President, WILPF
(Women’ s International League for Peace and Freedom)
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NHK “HEART TV~ Documentary on Gays & Lesbians

Gay and lesbian issues were featured in an NHK documentary
series called HEART TV, on April 28 and 29, 2008. My overall
impression was that they oversimplified sexual minority issues
and did not challenge the binary opposition of heterosexuality
and homosexuality at all. | am “quasi-bisexual” so | felt
completely left out. While | understand that the program
restricted its coverage to gays and lesbians as it was targeted to
an audience with no background knowledge of sexual minority
issues, | believe that it further obscured the differences among
sexual minorities as well as the hidden potential of sexuality
in general. My concern is that this could lead to a notional
separation of one imagined body of “sexual minorities” from
the “general public, " resulting in the superficial, indifferent
kind of understanding and acceptance that focuses on political
correctness.

The program, however, successfully showed that gays and
lesbians do exist in our society. In Japan, it still means so much
for a “normal-looking” boy to come out in public saying, “l am
gay.” In the program, the first lesbian politician Kanako Otsuiji’ s
mother said, “Everyone was heterosexual in my understanding.
Homosexuals belonged in the media.” That is, | believe, what
most people tend to think regardless of their sexuality. While
they did mention that one or two out of forty students in a
typical homeroom class are homosexual, what | found more
convincing was the first-person account of a gay boy, one of the
guests on the program.

| had to disagree, however, when the hosts and guest speakers
discussed how teachers should approach sexual minority issues
and treat their students, not all of whom are heterosexual. One
of them said, “I would like teachers to tell their students that
some people like the same sex just like some people like the
opposite sex.” In my opinion, if teachers began saying such
things, it would only send out the message that there are people
like “gays” and “lesbians” in this world (so we should tolerate

and accept them). Consequently, young people would respond
to their friends’ coming-out with the typical attitude: “l don’t
discriminate against sexual minorities. | have nothing against
them, but | don’ t care, it” s not my problem.” Such acceptance is
as harmful and sad as rejection.

In fact, it is impossible to draw a clear-cut line. These issues do
not concern gays and lesbians alone. Sexuality concerns us all. |
would like teachers (and other adults, too) to tell children from a
younger age that it could happen to anybody, that one day one
might all of a sudden develop feelings towards somebody not
of the opposite sex. It” s hilarious when somebody says to me,
“you must have gone through a lot” just because | am “bisexual.”
That somebody fails to see that she/he could be just like me one
day. Even if she/he becomes a sexual minority like me, there is
no guarantee that we would have many things in common or
understand each other well. Everyone is different after all, as Ms.
Otsuji says, but the program made no mention of this diverse
nature of human sexuality.

In any community, the organizational power could function
unexpectedly against individual members unless they
respect differences within the group because people who get
together are always already different from each other but find
something—maybe a very tiny thing—in common to form a
community. It does not ensure a safe society; it only reassures
us that there are other people like us and therefore we are
not alone. A truly safe society would be one in which we all
acknowledge and respect each other's differences... NHK plans
to feature gay and lesbian issues again. What | would like to see
in their next program is flexibility and diversity—in communities
and in society—to prepare us and allow us to embrace the
unknown, the incomprehensible, rather than explanations of
groups that are “different” and “deviant” from the “normal.”

IWATA, Mayu
Undergraduate student, ICU
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“So, what exactly is a ‘lesbian’ ?”

Being asked to speak from the “lesbian” perspective
immediately puts me in a bad mood. | get irritated and upset.
My body gets stiff from nervousness. And | switch to defensive
mode. If asked, “what exactly is a ‘lesbian’ ?” | would respond, “I
don’ t know. What do YOU think?” Then if that person continues
by asking, “it" s a woman who loves women, right?” then | would
have to shut my mouth.

While the equation
“women-loving women
= lesbians” may function
as a convenient logic
for heterosexuals to
categorize the unknown,
incomprehensible other
so they don’ t have to
think about it anymore,
it can cause confusion
and dilemmas for the
women concerned. That
is because a romantic/
erotic experience a
woman may have with
another woman (or
other women) does not
necessarily always lead
to a lesbian identity.
The same is true for
gender identity and
national identity. Having
a biologically female or male body does not always lead to a
female or male identity, nor does having Japanese nationality
(or having been raised in Japan) necessarily lead to a Japanese
identity. To those who do not see how this kind of discontinuity
works, my words probably mean nothing.
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Portrait of the writer Mlyama

So where does my discomfort come from? Why do | feel
upset and uncomfortable when expected to speak from the
lesbian perspective? | think it’ s because | am torn between
loneliness (“no one understands the diversity among lesbians”)
and hope (“there must be SOMEONE who understands!”). It’ s
tremendously exhausting. | can’ t speak because | can’ t stand the
idea of my words being categorized as “one lesbian’ s opinion”
and simplistically summarized as “everybody is different.”

Even if | say all | can, some things will always be lost and
forgotten en route to the other person. | get scared every time
| speak up. But I’ Il turn that fear into courage. | won’ t stop
speaking the unspeakable --- never.

Although it is impossible for me to write in this article
everything that | think of lesbians, the most important thing |
have to tell you is there is a huge difference between “lesbians”
and me. | do not fit in the category. It is not enough to share the
same kind of sexual orientation. At times, my own objectives may
contradict the objectives of “lesbians.” There may also be times
when something which has been done for all lesbians cause
trouble or confusion in my personal life.

“But,” you might say, “the same is true for everybody else.
Not only lesbians go through that.” But so what? Just because
everybody goes through it, it's not an important issue? You
shouldn’ t worry about it? No further discussion would be
possible if you just conclude that everyone’s the same so
everything’ s all right.

| know what | am saying here is very stubborn, offensive, and
biased. | understand how this can create a negative image of
lesbians. But | don’t care. If you are one of those who have a
strong sense of lesbian identity and have gained self-confidence
and higher self-esteem by coming out as lesbian, this article
might counteract the kind of empowerment you experienced.
But to me, personally, it is nothing but deception to empower
people without dealing with the deeper issues surrounding



FEEDINEFGOIX. BITHEES ZLICETYHRENE
Bo, InEEblclid. HEEEICE >TEHEDEVEDP
HATHNTEDSHEOERD. 1Y TIFNISERRG GRCIEY
EATLESBELGEARLIEEFEHEEBAEITV/INTUA
VhTBRZ L HERTLOGWEEZ TV,

DT EF DL TLXET Y TED oe) EBS
bf@?)&b?%ﬁﬁ%@bﬂLﬁﬁtﬁﬁ&mﬁﬂﬁﬁ
5,

[THWDIETATE] TLAET VIGEWEL TEE,
BEOV I a7 )T &5BFICT vy VT BREGEZ LS
HIcT 3, IZH. RICKVEEFLHAELDIE, LXET V%
BEBEDNTHDUEIT"IFAESID" LRET VTl
CMEEI vy VT BER, IRz E S, TZED
TEEFEICEDZITEETLAET Y THBIT EIFA O~
VTRV, TEEDEBRBREFEEHAS L AT VA28
RLEOZEEONE., BEEOEEBARBREZRBEHNS. &
BWNNE. FREHEESEEEREREFHCTE. LAET %E
BRI AHEE NS, WEEFEICRSTENALAET VB
BDEOHIFITIEE > TEH B EBEZDEDNL AT > -
TATVT AT 1 DERICERENICET 20 TEEWD,

bizLBE. HERIFIFRAE. BEEARENICIERY Y
a7V (ERITEEEWN)., VT IVBRDORIVFAI—
Thb, Dle LEERTBT7AT T4 T4 dEBE3ALX
E7 UREIFTIEEWL, #E>TECEEMRT HERDITAN
TEERLENGEWL, ZNTE. LAET Y - 74707+
TAEDIE LEERTBAMDT7 AT T4 70 —AE) B
TEVWEELGEDTHB L. LAXETVEWDITAT T
T4 - AT7I)DORMELEGLIE LISLAET V2T ST

W3, TLT. LAET7 VDORMIFZESIERIFE I EICED
T, BADRES. mEE, [LE H%‘fﬁ"é BROWREZ
AL, TN5I C&%?b"}zb%c}:o Tofe

LAET7 VOEEHNERIN. WEWT LILENEDIE
HEBAAEMIELL, L L. TLXETYELT) DE%
kdonsd &, MbfeLicbid. GhEAAREENELL
A7 VDEZRY EIF2E8EGIRVEHFE LTVWS] &0V
SHEMN 7 E—IVICHBENSZIF TIEELHERIC ) <
5%, DIeLIEFZSW0SRETRY FNLAET Y TH B,
REE. BURTELIAECT U THBZ EIE. bIELDGEL
TlEE %LLU V7 LTWB ABRDRILHCEDED T &I
BREZEVELTLEDCLILEDD ST, BEAXRSHWNT
L EBRGAELGWTCEE, DEELIE TLAET > TH
5T &) hBREAT

HE. BEHIFHUEBERUEHERAGZITNEEES
BLDH, G, bl LABGEREEDLEICHASKEITN
WEiEsTWobh. biEfcfcb T2 brie LER CEITES
5 ESHDD (E’NDEDHELHESDTHA), HEALTW
5LACT7 VOEES|IEHZES ETBHDOTIEEL. Hixfte
BEDEMNCHZHLERDENZF I EH LIS ESGFDH EE!
HBEIEEBEDERICRD>T. LAET7 VOB EH ST
NEGESELDHY,

LAET7 v THBDLOLRIE. BS5DRERICC> &
BEZOcGIT 5N EDIH DIDNICHBT S, TDEED
eLIZIE CH T, MRDEWVRFITFEHT T, WERORD
SOV GBWERDWEY =, TD#HEHLNEDBLIEVWER
Do

7% G (uww.delta-g.ord) 3%

EEXRY T I ZVITFS

them that they dare not discuss. This is closely linked to why | feel
happy that I am a lesbian and how | came to take on the “lesbian”
categorization.

We often hear such remarks as “he’ s gay” and “she must be
lesbian.” Indeed, it is wrong and rude to judge other people’s
sexuality based on stereotypes. But what | personally find even
more unforgivable is when a self-professed lesbian declares, "that
woman is not a ‘true’ lesbian.” As | already mentioned, being
a lesbian is not exactly the same as being attracted to women
as a woman. A woman may not perceive herself as lesbian even
if she is romantically or sexually involved with a woman. Other
women might identify themselves as lesbians even when they
are romantically or sexually involved with men, or even if they
have never had any sexual experience at all. Indeed, while a
sexual or romantic attraction to women can trigger a woman’ s
identification as a lesbian, it is not the determining factor.

As for me, | have no gender identity (yet) and | am polysexual
(gender doesn’ t matter in relationships), single-oriented and
polyamorous. Being a lesbian is not my only identity. No one
word can describe anyone’ s whole being. Yet, | accept the term
“lesbian” because lesbian identity is inextricably linked to my
other identities; moreover, | hope for the liberation of the lesbian
identity category. By accepting the name “lesbian,” | began to
accept and even love my obstinacy, stubbornness, nervousness,
weakness and distrustfulness.

It makes me angry that lesbians are often considered non-
existent, that we are not heard but ignored. But every time
someone asks me to speak as a lesbian, | can’t trust them. |
doubt that they will use my voice to good purpose. They might
just try to use it to say they are engaged in political correctness
by hearing the otherwise unheard voices of lesbians. That shows
how | am a stubborn, distrustful lesbian. But being stubborn and
distrustful, to me, is pretty much linked to being a lesbian. That is
because conformity means giving in. It was from the experience

of being a lesbian that | have learned to be myself, without
pretending to be good, forgiving or tolerant.

Why do | have to fight under the rules that you created? Why
don’ t you fight with me under the rules that | made (let’s see if
you can)? Why don’ t you stop trying to draw out the silent voices
of lesbians and listen to your own silent, hidden voices instead?
Why do you feel the need to break the silence of lesbians and not
your own?

My silence as a lesbian finds a place of sympathy only with
people who listen to their own silence. And that is the only time
I would like to lift up the lid of my own silence and share with
them the experience of walking on a tightrope as fragile as a
spider’ s web.

Akira MIYAMA
Administrative staff member
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Interview: Association for Families and Friends of LGBTs

Suppose that your daughter, son, mother, father, or anyone
in your family all of a sudden came out to you saying they
were lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender. How would you
respond to it? Shock, confusion, denial, distress... We still live
in a society in which LGBTs are often misunderstood. Families
are usually astounded and confused by the news of their loved
one’ s deviant sexuality, and sometimes refuse to accept it. The
Association for Families and Friends of LGBTs has been working
to create a community-based space for families and friends of
LGBT people. | interviewed Kansai member Ms. Naomi Shimizu
and Kanto members Ms. Ryoko and Mr. Takeshi Kobayashi
about their experience as parents of LGBT children and their
involvement in the organization.

The history of the organization can be traced back to 2006
when Shimizu’ s son came out to her. She says, “my son was still
in high school in January 2006, when he told me that he was gay.
The only thing | had ever learned about homosexuality was that
it was a temporary phase in the developmental stages between
narcissism and heterosexuality. | first thought that maybe he was
imitating one of the senior students and that it would not last
long. But when he explained to me in detail, | was astounded.”

“But even more surprising was the situation for LGBT people.
My son’ s coming-out was, of course, something new and
unexpected, but it sort of made sense. | am not a very feminine
person, either. So | thought it made sense. What got me, though,
was that our society is very difficult for LGBTs, according to a
book my son gave me as well as his story about his past suicidal
attempts. | immediately realized, “gosh, they are suffering so
much, | have to do something.” From then on, Shimizu started to
notice every bit of injustice pertaining to LGBTs; she says, “about
two days after my son told me he was gay, | saw an animation
on TV in which the bad character was an okama (a vague,
derogatory term for a homosexual, drag queen, transgender,
transvestite, etc. which can be used to refer to basically any
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effeminate man). They said in the show that the “Great Satan”
was an okama. The okama Satan wore body hair and makeup. |
had always watched the show, | even liked it. So | was shocked. |
wondered, when my son and | had watched the show together
long time ago, did he receive the message that LGBT people
were bad, something to laugh at? | thought, we should stop this,
this is all wrong, | have to do something.”

“My initial question was, ‘how come we don’ t know much
about LGBTs?” We, the parents, as well as our children themselves
who are LGBTs, are shocked, confused, because we don’ t know.
| went to talk to education committees, human rights advocacy
groups, etc., because | believed that this was something that
should be taught in school, but none of them knew anything
about LGBT issues. Not only the school receptionists, but even a
human rights advisor who had once been a high school teacher
told me that they had never had a student like that.”

When Shimizu began to search for other parents in similar
situations to whom she might be able to talk, she realized that
there was no group for families of LGBTs in Japan. She says,
“our children can go to the Internet and make friends with
other LGBT people, but, | realized, many of their parents found it
difficult to find a place to share their experience. Many of us, and
our children, are shocked and confused, but we never had an
opportunity to get together and talk about it. | thought we really
needed a place to gather. | immediately contacted LGBTs whom
| had read about and asked them to let me meet their parents.
In April 2006, we had our first meeting with six or seven parents.
The next meeting welcomed another mother, who had so much
to share with us that she could not help shedding tears. That's
how our group started.”

Another shocking experience hit Shimizu when she tried to
have LGBT students from colleges and universities introduce
her to their parents and found out that “only a small number of
the students had come out to their parents.” She says, “indeed
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there were a few but they only came out because their parents
had found out. And they said, ‘everyone in my family looks at
me as if they were looking at something dirty,” ‘it is a taboo
topic in my family,” and ‘they act like they didn’t hear.” | was
shocked. Those young people were not only oppressed in
society but feeling lonely at home! One of the important roles
that our association plays is to help LGBT children get to know
other parents—not their own parents—through monthly
meetings where more than half the participants are curious,
young LGBT people who want to know when and how to come
out to their parents. They ask the parents questions like ‘is it
really shocking?” and ‘would | make my parents sad by telling
them they will never see my child’ s face?” ” What Shimizu
always tells those young people is that “it might be very hard for
your parents to accept it at first, but you see, there are parents
who have accepted it. So, be brave!” because she believes that
“parents are parents after all, they will end up being on their
child’ s side.”

Of course, reality is harsh. It is not uncommon for a parent
to have difficulty accepting their child” s deviant sexuality,
saying, “I’m trying but | can’t. | just can’t!” Ryoko and Takeshi
Kobayashi, two members of the group from the Kanto region,
were told by their then 22-year-old daughter four years ago that
she wanted to live as a man. “I knew about LGBTs, | thought |
knew about it, but when it became an issue in my own family,
| was bowled over,” says Ryoko. Now, her mind is way ahead of
her heart, as she puts it, which means she can finally understand
although it still doesn’ t feel right to her. She continues, “I never
thought that | raised him in any particular gendered way, but
his coming-out made me realize that | had subconsciously
raised him as a “girl’” for more than twenty years.” Takeshi, on
the other hand, says that he “immediately shifted from ‘shock’
to ‘acceptance’ which probably makes me a little different
from the norm—maybe fathers and mothers respond to their
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children’ s coming-out a little differently.” But he also says, “since
parents have, of course, lived much longer than their children,
there’ s so much instilled in our minds and it takes time to
replace it with new understanding.”

He believes that although it may first seem impossible to
accept your child’ s deviant sexuality, as you take part in the
group’ s meetings, meet people in similar situations, make
friends and talk more and more about whatever you have to
output, it gradually becomes easier, and ultimately a piece of
cake, to accept your child just the way they are. “Sei (sex, gender,
sexuality) is “-sei’ as in kosei (individuality). It is entirely natural
that everybody is different,” says Shimizu, “so it should not
matter if parents can accept it or not—it is a matter of knowing
or not knowing yet another simple fact about their child’s
true being.” She continues, “once you know it, you can’ t stop
learning about it. The same is true for everything else, not only
LGBT issues. It is important that young students read, learn, and
understand that there is a huge number of minority people in
our society and a variety of discrimination out there. If you have
friends who are minorities, talk to them, listen to them, about
various things.”

Compared to international big cities, the number of marchers
in the Tokyo Pride Parade is significantly small. Shimizu hopes
that more and more people will participate and start to
understand LGBT issues. At the same time, she hopes that our
future will not need such a thing as a pride parade because
diversity is respected without question. Their association, despite
the fact that participants gather around to discuss their concerns,
confusion and discomfort, seemed to me that it had some kind
of magical power to put a smile on its members’ faces.

RNRY A~ Official website >>>  http://Igbt.web.fc2.com
704 Blog>>> ttp//blog.goo.ne.jp/family2006,
Izumi NIKI

CGS staff member
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Living through changes as a lesbian in the UK

The first time | heard the word “lesbian” was over 30 years
ago when it was being shouted at me at school. | had no idea
what it meant but the hostile intent behind the words made me
keep silent. Years followed of being homophobically bullied at
school while any understanding of my sexual orientation was
kept buried inside. | knew | liked girls, and always had, but had
nothing to relate these feelings too. Encounters with heterosexual
friends always ended in heartbreak and confusion on my side and
dispassion on theirs. | made new friends outside school who were
much older. They were a mixed group; later | found out several
were gay. There was no pressure to be heterosexual which was a
relief, but | wasn’ t out. We enjoyed chilling out with drugs and
mixing music.

Later at university | encountered some out lesbians at last. |
became involved with a woman’s peace camp in town and was
in lesbian heaven! This was the era of Greenham Common and
my lesbian activist life began. Then followed my move into radical
lesbian separatism. | had come out fully by then but my lifestyle
was pretty hectic as it now included a lot of drink as well as
drugs. A physical transformation also took place as my group of
friends and | aimed to look as “dykey” as possible. We attracted
a lot of attention in town—much of it very hostile but we were
determined to be out.

My student life was punctuated by visits to lesbian and gay
clubs. The city was an early gay Mecca but dominated by men;
often women weren’ t allowed into the clubs. The lesbian clubs
were run-down bars in basements often in back streets and you
had to speak through a grill in the door to get in. | was happy in
my group of friends but frequently felt very lonely and existed
outside the mainstream in society in a homosexual subculture.
We linked up with other lesbians around the country with
newsletters, camps and parties. It was an exciting time politically
with lots of non-violent direct actions at peace camps and street
marches in protest of violence against women. It was also the time
of a right-wing government which introduced Section 28 banning
the promotion of LGB lifestyles in schools. Its reverberations are
still felt today despite the Act now being repealed.

After many wild years and affairs, | moved to London. Here the
internalized homophobia that had been building up for years
really started to take its toll. | felt overwhelmed and was back in
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the closet at work and on the streets. The huge gay clubs felt
impersonal and it was difficult to make friends. My self-destructive
behaviour increased and, confused by issues of class and race, |
underwent an identity crisis. | found myself with women | didn”t
love. Homophobia was rife and many friends got beaten up on
the streets.

Many years later, still fighting against patriarchy but in
a different city, | no longer drank or used drugs. Important
connections had been made in my life—meetings with people
who became catalysts for change. They were people who
transcended identity politics and were inspirational and giving.
Political awareness became more integrated and a reflection of
who | really was. Understanding and acceptance of my hidden
disability and my true lesbian essence enabled me to love and
nurture myself as a whole. Self-confidence grew along with
increased self-esteem and a deeper connection to the Goddess.
| found fulfilling work in a co-operative where being a lesbian for
once was welcomed.

Meeting my life partner coincided with rapid political change
in the UK. Equalities became central to the Government’s
agenda. Homophobia still existed but things were changing. |
gained mainstream employment where it was fine to be “out”.
The introduction of the Civil Partnership had a huge impact on
the perception and acceptance of LGB people. This was followed
by legislation which made it illegal for goods and services to
discriminate on the grounds of sexual orientation; another major
step forward.

| have gradually moved from being underground to being
where | want to be and taking space as who | am. Yes, there is a
long way to go, there are still many places where holding hands
with your partner puts your safety at risk. Yes, there is still massive
homophobic bullying in school and much conflict between issues
of faith and LGBT rights. However, compared to 30 years ago
the world | live in is transformed—the local cake shop even sells
same-sex couple wedding cake decorations!

Looking back, my personal journey of transformation runs
parallel to political changes and shifts in society. It happened
through millions of peoples’ tireless campaigning, personal
commitment and deep belief in their right to love and be loved
by whom they choose. Zak



