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Footnotes

' 1980 ERAD ST ISP LB OERD B AEETIIT S LIeFEBIE VYV I
7Z— (young carer) EMHEND, V—IU - Ny A—EV > T57 o —% [RKEKEA
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TOZRFFIFHRTHDH I EHNZVD, BHUEE L STEVPERBPER THZ L6
HB. TDOELOBETT7DRFFIE, BEPEBEORSR, BENEE 77T R—k
PEEHNNBEICEZMORREEZIBA TS (Becker, 2000/2010) & LzHN
FpPEDLLT7OEICEAL CERDHD Y. KYILEWERZR S TV 2 EBIFEF]H

K& dH % GEA, 2012, p.20; ==, 2008, pp. 282-283), T 18 B it & young

carer. 18#% U _E 2445 F% young adult carer &2 & LCXBIT DL D15 2T

W2, BRTEH [V I575—1 EWSEMEDNE LA, FEELUND TR

BUNEELKITH L TEDN TS,

(1) BERT7 7 57— EREBROBFFEBEL Y A—IVTTHRW W (20144

8H22H),

P U0y IEERAERY £DOSMARINE] HEESE BETINELAEEIFELDD
EW (2014F284H) &Y, http://blog.canpan.info/team_marine/archive/63
(201458 B 22 HRKR T 7 AWEER)

TV 0TI —0L»NYIB (2014F3820H, NE#EESR— by bT—0 7
THEIUERE. RILETHRESVR— by 2—) BEENEEZ L2 XA 5%
(2014F 48128, NEEOEWNA 7V XX, REMMIIARAREE) . [H105
FNF/EDDE] (2014F7813H. BUNBEORHPUEE. RadTmBL
FEHEL 2 (BEEELAVYITTI—) ?NEEESIEELEDAE]
(2014F 78198, MILAFXZHIME. RELAE), SWLTIE2014F1818H
E2A20BIC TV I T7 S-S BEZEZADRAR] (BENEEDRH DU ERE.
ROAZ2ZTAN\TVRVEDF) HdHY. BEIF2HA 2ZHMBERFE Y VROBIEE
B e,

P SEBBLIEERRD REANET2EE] ERL LR, RARENEET ST
&, BROBRMIBEEBBIBICSCTETILT 7y b s Lz, ApEBROMISIE
Figure 1 28, GHSEDERICEHZT S AMDS> 5. DETEHAL ITBHED [Hi:
SOERXBNE] A4 mBEDH. NERRFERDL 40 (FEHE,2014,p.159) T
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Media Representations of Young People Performing Caretaking Roles
in Families as a Rising Social Problem in Japan
Miho MATSUZAKI

In Japan at present, young people who perform caretaking duties within
their families have begun to receive attention from the media as being
targets of aid. This trend entails the following questions: what exactly is
being highlighted as problematic by the media, and what kind of subjects
does the media portray these young people as? This paper will analyze the
recent Japanese media coverage of young people in caretaking roles
within their families, and pay particular attention to what is overlooked
when this situation is recognized as a social problem. Additionally, this
paper will not only focus on what is, but also what is not being discussed as
“problematic.” Finally, through these issues, the author hopes to present
additional tasks and discussion points for future research on this subject.

In the media, young people who perform caretaking duties for their
families are depicted as subjects who have lost the opportunity to choose
a life path, and who experience difficulty in launching a career. However,
there is a gender bias in how such “difficulties” are depicted, reflecting the
existing gender bias or discrepancy in how society responds to young
people who assume caretaking duties. This does not fit into the storyline of
young people who nurse family members “trying to overcome/overcoming
difficulties,” and so there is a need to recognize the oft-overlooked variety
in the experiences or needs of said young people.

Furthermore, in media coverage, caretaking youths are portrayed as
isolated from friends and school, or even as subjects who are removed
from the systems related to caretaking entirely. Consequently, they are
thought to require aid. Yet, the very loneliness or isolation that these young
people experience due to caretaking is founded on the way in which
society views caretaking and young people. Considering the present
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caretaking system, the attempt to provide aid to young people performing
caretaking duties does not respond to such issues.

The existence of young people who perform caretaking roles within their
families is not taken into account within the current long-term care
insurance system in Japan and the discussions on the socialization of
caretaking.

In future research, a detailed discussion of the experiences taken from
first-hand accounts of young people performing caretaking duties, as well
as a reexamination of current debates on the socialization of caretaking
and the systems in place, will become necessary.

Keywords:
Young people who perform caretaking roles within their families, Young
carer, Young adult carer, Media, Social problem






