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“Redefining Boundaries and Conviviality: Nationality, Body, Gender
and Sexuality” Symposium Report
Kana TAKAMATSU

CGS held its 10th Anniversary symposium, “Redefining Boundaries and
Conviviality: Nationality, Body, Gender and Sexuality” on November 23rd,
2014. The symposium consisted of three sessions. The purpose of this
symposium was to debate the idea of boundaries that divide individuals
from each other and their communities from the perspectives of
nationality, body, gender, and sexuality. The first session was “Reframing
Conflicts: Approaching Racism from the Perspective of Gender and
Sexuality.” The second session was “Marginalization of the Body:
International Students and the Absent Debate on Gender and Sexuality,”
with a third discussion session following. A report on this symposium is as
follows.

The purpose of the first session was to reframe racism and hate speech in
Japan from a gender and sexuality perspective. Shingo HORI (Research
Institute Assistant/Associate Research Fellow, CGS) organized the discourse
on criticisms and anti-criticisms of the counteractions taken against the
hate speech and racism that have been occurring in Shin-Okubo. Moreover,
he pointed out that counter movements are both open —in that anyone
can participate as long as they are against the Zaitokukai (Association of
Citizens against the Special Privileges of the Zainichi) —as well as being
occlusive, in that it is impossible to criticize the problems inherent within
the movements. In order to solve these issues, the speaker emphasized the
necessity of keeping an eye on the multiple layers of boundaries that
divide people. Natsuno KIKUCHI (Nagoya City University) summarized the
actions taken against the issue of comfort women. Hate speech is widely
understood as a form of racism, but sexism is often left out of the
discussion. The backlash against feminism has also attacked the issue of
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comfort women, and there are political/social forces behind this attack. The
recent wave of nationalism, the impact of neoliberalism, and the
fragmentation of the gender order have weakened society’s resistance to
all kinds of violence. The speaker highlighted that social coalition is
necessary to overcome this fragmentation. Yeonghae JUNG (Otsuma
Women's University) analyzed hate speech from the perspective of gender
and sexuality. The speaker indicated that hate speech in Japan is taking
place as an attack on minorities, and that it is complicit with racism and
sexism. That is to say, it should be highlighted that racism, which creates
boundaries between peoples, is not done alone, but also through gender-
based discrimination and heterosexism.

The purpose of the second session was to discuss how the norms and
institutions of gender and sexuality impact the daily lives of international
students in Japan. Kana TAKAMATSU (International Christian University)
presented a case study that analyzed how pregnant students, especially
international students, are marginalized through the system of exchange/
scholarship programs. Pregnancy and childbirth are considered to be
“issues of choice,” and treated as “a student’'s matter.” Tomoka TORAIWA
(Nagoya University) examined condescension as a form of symbolic
violence that is inherent in the policy and practice of international student
education. Condescension is when well-intentioned acts or words by those
in power function as symbolic violence toward the receiver of the actions
or words. This power relationship is embedded in the policies for
international students, and is continually repeated through international
student support practices. Students in this power relation are extremely
vulnerable to all types of harassment, including gender-based harassment.
Kyoko TANAKA (Nagoya University) discussed religious diversity on campus
through the case of Nagoya University. Nagoya University published “Life
of a Muslim Student in Nagoya University” as an introduction for their
advisors and peers to understand religious diversity. International students
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are often contrasted with Japanese students, in addition to being
categorized, stereotyped, and marginalized by nationality, country of
origin, and gender. The dichotomy of “we/the other” or “Muslim students/
non-Muslim students” can be coercive, and it is necessary to break free
from this dichotomy to create diversity.

The third session was an open floor discussion. The opinions and
questions raised in this session reconfirmed that the interactions and
complicity between racism, sexism, and nationalism were shared issues
throughout both sessions, and that we should continue to address these

issues.



