Asian Gender Dialogues

Fducation on Gender and Sexuality in‘Asia

CGS International Workshop in Kiyoshi Togasaki Memorial Dialogue House

November 20(Sat), 21(Sun), 22(Mon), 2010

F|REBEH K R E—FE BRI—I3vS

Z’ T/I/é‘l % 38

77 zlbw%’/z/';‘l— Y217 )TAHE
= EH 2010 11 B 208 (£). 218 (H). 228 (B)

5P | EREBRAE RyIBRERZAI7OV/\UR 2 ERSERE T EREERARE Vv 4—MEt2— (CGS)
T181-8585 MR =EH AR 3-10-2 EEEEHR AT HBEMZEHE (ERB) 301 Tel&Fax: 0422-33-3448 Website: http:/subsite.icu.ac.jp/cgs/




Asian Gender Dialogues

Education on Gender and Sexuality in Asia

CGS International Workshop in Kiyoshi Togasaki Memorial Dialogue House

AEIE BREBHAZI 2 —HEtL 42— (CGSelCU) X - ERT—0>avy [7I7T
JVIVE—%FEBB  TITICHBIBIIVE— 02T )T BB NBELIEEY, I
HBYDNEDTEWVWEY, TOT—02avTTlE. 7IVT7REEHALST A EBE [REEHE
[BEDIREEIEHE TARHE] D 3 D2DT—XDEHE, VI VE— o717 IVT14HBIC
FODLBREEBR RRE. M BWVITE TS Dialogues~fsE~%*BHELE I, #HBE. LT
TIOTDARMEDELNEER DD, [7I71 EWVWS5A7T)—BEOBMELERZEEST
WEET, 2010 F 9 BICHH LA =TV LIc. RYIBRERZA 7OV NI AEBRREEEZREIC,
TEREEDIRDINIERELZDED. > THEVET,

Welcome to International Christian University's Center for Gender Studies’ (CGS@ICU)
international workshop, "Asian Gender Dialogues: Education on Gender and Sexuality in Asia."
We have invited guests from Asian nations as well as Japan to engage in dialogues on gender and
sexuality education, making connections with experiences, opinions, concerns, struggles. The
discussions will be based on 3 themes: "Religion and Education," "Grass-roots Movements and
Education," and "University Education." While harvesting the abundant possibilities of education
in Asia, we will attempt to explore the limits and the validity of the category "Asia" itself. We hope
that you will join us in the International Conference Room of the newly opened Kiyoshi Togasaki
Memorial Dialogue House.

DA e A L Sl L e
Director, Center for Gender Studies
KATO, Etsuko
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Program

November 20, Sat

1-1. Prologue [10:00-12:00]

Keynote Speech: TANAKA, Kazuko (International Christian University)

MC: LANDAU, Samantha (Ph.D. Program, International Christian University)

1-2. Religion [13:30-16:15]

Chair: SIMONS, Christopher (International Christian University)

Individual Reports & Discussions (Panel and Open-floor)

-Thailand: SATHA-ANAND, Suwanna (Chulalongkorn University)

-Malaysia: SHUIB, Rashidah (Universiti Sains Malaysia)

-Japan: KINUKAWA, Hisako (Center for Feminist Theology and Ministry in Japan)

Reception [18:00-]
Ryukyu Music & Dance (Mini-lecture: GILLAN, Matthew, International Christian University)

November 21, Sun

2-1. Grass-roots Movements [9:30-12:15]

Chair: MORIKI, Yoshie (International Christian University)

Individual Reports & Discussions (Panel and Open-floor)

-Indonesia: POERWANDARI, Kristi (University of Indonesia)

-Vietnam: KHUAT, Thu Hong (Institute for Social Development Studies)
-Japan: MIYAJIMA, Kensuke (Kanagawa Rainbow Center SHIP)

2-2. University [13:45-16:30]

Chair: IKOMA, Natsumi (International Christian University)

Individual Reports & Discussions (Panel and Open-floor)

-Philippines: BATANGAN, Maria Theresa Datu Ujano ( University of Philippines)
-Korea: KWAK, Samgeun (Ewha Womans University)

-Japan: TANAHASHI, Satoshi (Ochanomizu Univeristy)

November 22, Mon

3-1. Epilogue: Concluding Discussions [10:00-11:45]
Chair: KATO, Etsuko (International Christian University)



1-1. Prologue

Keynote speech

TANAKA, Kazuko (International Christian University)
MC: LANDAU, Samantha (Ph.D. Program, International Christian University)



JAPAN

TANAKA, Kazuko

Professor of sociology, the Department of Sodology and Anthropology, International Christian University, and also
a coordinator of Gender and Sexuality Studies Major. After graduating from Ochanomizu University, Kazuko Tanaka worked
at Ajinomoto Ltd. After moving to the USA, she worked as a secretary at JETRO Chicago Office, while teaching at Japanese
Saturday Supplemental School in Chicago. In 1980, she went to the graduate school of sociology, University of lowa. she
came back to Japan with Ph.D. in 1988, and started working at ICU in 1989. she was involved to set up the Center for Gender
Studies in 2004, and the Program in Gender and Sexuality Studies in 2005. Off campus, she served as a representative of
Kanto Block of the National Network of Campus Sexual Harassment (established in 1997) till the year 2006. She is a member of
Women'’s Union Tokyo since 1998. She was involved to set up the Support House JYOMU in 2002, and now serve as the Vice
Chairperson of the directors. Also, she was involved to set up Action Center for Working Women in 2007, serving now as

steering committee member. Current research topic is gender analysis of care work.
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The “Japanese” Situation Surrounding Education on Gender and Sexuality

Kazuko Tanaka

International Christian University, Japan

The Fundamental Standpoint of the Feminist Movement in Japan

In order to examine the development of gender/sexuality education in Japan, we need to
reflect on the UUMANRIBU movement (a Japanese term based on the English phrase “Women's
Liberation” movement; often abbreviated as RIBU). Many women in the New Leftist movements, who
had gained an awareness of sexual discrimination, banded together to express concerns on various
issues for the purpose of liberating themselves as women. This RIBU movement has become the
cornerstone of the feminist movement in Japan. In the late 1970s, feminist scholars in academia gathered
together under the name of JYOSEIGAKU (Women's Studies) and set up Women'’s Studies Institutions

nation-wide. Thus, the history of Women's Studies in Japan started in the late 70s.

The Main Characteristics of Gender/Sexuality Education in Japan

Since the 1980s, gender/sexuality education has developed with the following main
characteristics. First, the national government and local governments led initiatives to build women’s
centers across the country and provided numerous lectures in the field of women’s studies. This
bureaucrat-led education was aimed mainly at full-time housewives until the 1990s; the trend has thus
been termed “housewife feminism.” Second, at college campuses, the visibility of women’s studies
(including gender studies and sexuality studies) has been severely limited. Fewer than five universities
have institutionalized women'’s studies built into their curriculums. Universities that have set up
institutions on campus to further women's studies are also limited, totaling at around twenty institutions
in all of Japan. Third, feminist scholars have been active mainly outside of the college system, organizing
other academic institutions. Since the mid-1990s, institutions related to women'’s studies have been

allocated to and organized within other various academic fields.



Major Issues Regarding Gender/Sexuality Education in Japan

In Japan, gender and sexuality education has been stuck in the stage of employing the
academic achievements of gender/sexuality studies that were developed in the West. Second, the
feminist movement and academia cannot be bridged to work well together. Third, it has shied away from
dealing with the issue of “who are the ‘women’ addressed in ‘women’s studies’ in Japan. Overall,
gender/sexuality education cannot reach the people who really need feminist ideas in order to free
themselves from the constraints of discrimination. Rather, it has aided in setting up boundaries to

eliminate “others.”

Efforts at ICU

The Center for Gender Studies (CGS) was set up in 2004, and the Program in Gender and
Sexuality Studies (pGSS) was integrated into the university-wide curriculum in 2005. The CGS has three
major goals. First, we will make a clean break from the passive strategies of the past, which relied mainly
on absorbing information from the Western world. Instead, we intend to work actively to collect and
convey relevant information from Japan to the rest of the world. Second, we will build networks with and
among people in Asia who are interested in women’s/men’s/gender studies. Third, we provide support
to ICU’s Program in Gender and Sexuality Studies, which has launched a new phase of gender studies
by including the natural sciences.

| think this International Workshop, “Asian Gender Dialogues,” is a practical place for us to
enhance our vision of gender/sexuality education. It is also a place to engage in dialogue about its

future by sharing experiences and increasing our mutual understanding.
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1 _20
Dialogues on Religion and
Gender & Sexuality Education

Chair: SIMONS, Christopher (International Christian University)




THAILAND

SATHA-ANAND, Suwanna

Associate Professor, Philosophy Department, Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok
Thailand. Her teaching and research interests cover the fields of Buddhist and Chinese Philosophy, Philosophy
of Women and Religion and Social Change. She has been invited to give special lectures, present papers and
serve as discussant at numerous international forums at major universities in Asia, Europe, Australia and the US.
Her publications, both in Thai and English, include 10 books and more than 20 research articles on Chinese
Philosophy, Thai intellectual heritage, Buddhist philosophy and women and religion. Her most recent
publication is the first philosophical translation into Thai of The Analects of Confucius. Currently she is also the

Director of Humanities Research Forum, Thailand Research Fund.

ADVF B 2-7FVF

Fa15—AYI=VKRE (ZA4. N\VATH) XEHFTERAERR. #E - HRIFIE. LH - FE
B2, HRZHELAMEZHCHDRBAEREE, 77, 3—0v/\\ A=A VT TAX)HERE
DEBEBRZTITONHEZCDERT + —5 L THAIEECPHERRZT O, BEFIEZ2 5L RE
T, FEEZE. 20 OISR, LBEF. WEERBICOVWTI0MIEE. £fmNId 20 K Z#Z 2,
R, 2AEBICKBUDOBFNER /8 ZHR L, RE. 2 M ARBESAXBZIT—F - T 7
—SLEFZHED S,




Spiritual Quest and the Family in Buddhism

Suwanna Satha-Anand

Chulalongkorn University, Thailand

This paper offers an interdisciplinary portrayal of the relationship between Buddhism as a
spiritual quest and the family, drawing on Buddhist canonical texts, a rereading of the most popular
birth story of the Buddha, anthropological research and statistics on the Thai labor force.

Buddhism is ambivalent about the family. On the one hand, the family is a major institution
which is central to the laity, whose members are crucial for the prosperity of the religion; while on the
other hand, the family is the deepest seat of human attachment which needs to be transcended in order
to attain enlightenment.

This paper attempts to explicate this ambivalence and argues that Thai Buddhism, especially
the historical absence of the fully ordained women order (bhikkhuni sangha), has generated a cultural
condition where women, as mother, wife and daughter, have shouldered the triple burden of nurturing
the family, bearing economic responsibility and supporting a male-monk-only religion. Thus, a key
feminist concern in the Thai cultural world is to open a debate on the re-establishment of the fully

ordained women.
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MALAYSIA

SHUIB, Rashidah

Dr. Rashidah Shuib is currently the Director of the Women’s Development Research Centre,
Universiti Sains Malaysia. Prior to being the Director, Rashidah was the founder and the Coordinator of
the Women's Health Development Unit, School of Medical Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia. The Unit is
the first in a medical faculty in Malaysia focusing its work on gender and health and women'’s health
issues within the framework of gender equality and rights. She was a member of the Gender Advisory
Panel (GAP) of the Department of Reproductive Health, WHO, Geneva for the six years (2001-2007). From
1995-1999, she was a member of the International Women'’s Advisory Panel of the IPPF (International
Planned Parenthood Federation), London. At the regional level, Dr. Rashidah was a Board member of the
Asian Pacific Resource and Research Centre for Women (ARROW) from 2001 to 2007. As an
academic-activist in women’s health, sexual and reproductive health and rights and a firm believer in
gender equality, Dr. Rashidah has long been active in several NGOs. For several years she was the
Vice-Chair of the then the Federation of the Family Planning Associations Malaysia and currently an
EXCO member of the Reproductive Health Association Kelantan. She is also a member of Sisters In Islam.

In research, Dr. Rashidah’s interests are in women’s health, particularly in sexual and
reproductive health and the intersections of gender, rights, health and development issues. She was
involved in several research projects both at the international and national level. Currently she is the
Principal Investigator of 3 government funded research projects. She is also involved in the Gender and
Rights training of the Ministry of Health Malaysia and the Gender courses by the NAM Institute for the

Empowerment of Women, Malaysia and has been a consultant to several projects.
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Gender, Sexuality and Religion: What is at stake in Malaysia?

Rashidah Shuib

Universiti Sains Malaysia, Malaysia

Gender, sexuality and religion in Malaysia are three problematic and sensitive concepts which
are very much clouded in the local, socio-cultural and international interpretations and understanding.
As Malaysia works its way into becoming a developed nation within a terrain of negotiated multiethnic
political complexities, against a background of an aggressive neo-liberal economy, the country seems to
be caught in a complex web of international human rights instruments and that of religious
fundamentalism(s); the tensions between the secular and the religious, the public and the private, the
politicization of religion linked to ethnicity, the need to demonstrate a “liberal” Malaysia to attract
investments and the challenges posed by civil societies through spaces for discourses offered by the
internet. In this complex development, the most felt has been the politicization of religion and its
impact on sexual relations and how regulations sourced from the religion have been imposed in the
name of morality within the framework of the “norm.” In the process, certain groups have been
marginalized, gender identity remains binary and stereotyped gender roles have been reinforced.
Several areas are at stake. One is the international human rights instruments which have been
challenged by the “rights” as interpreted from the religion. What is also at stake is the blurring of the
private-public spaces and the big questions around the roles of the state in policing morality and
defining sexuality. At stake is also the loss of public spaces for discourses on religious matters by civil
societies, particularly by the women’s movements and the feminists, as religious matters are being
claimed by those who are considered the authority. This paper posits that the “fight” within and
without the religion must continue and that civil societies must ensure the spaces gained for discourses
must not be lost. Organizations such as Sisters In Islam are much needed to further widen these

spaces.
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JAPAN

KINUKAWA, Hisako

After graduating International Christian University, Hisako Kinukawa took her MDiv at Elkhart Biblical
Seminary and Doctor of Ministry at San Francisco Theological Seminary. Her dissertation was published by Orbis
Books in 1994 as Women and Jesus in Mark: a Japanese Feminist Perspective. Its Japanese translation was
published by Nihon Kirisuto Kyoudan Shuppankyoku. She has taught courses on Biblical studies and gender
studies at ICU, Tokyo Woman'’s Christian University, Lutheran University, and Agricultural Theological Seminary
in Tokyo. She co-founded and has co-directed Center for Feminist Theology and Ministry in Japan. She has
been a visiting professor at San Francisco Theological Seminary. She is a board member of Asian Women's
Resource Center in Culture and Religion, the office of which is in Yogyakarta, Indonesia and is on Editorial
Advisory Committee of its Journal, “In God's Image.” She has published several books in Japanese and

co-authored many books in English.
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Religion and Gender & Sexuality Education in Japan

Hisako Kinukawa

Center for Feminist Theology and Ministry in Japan, Japan

When we deal with gender issues from the perspective of Christianity or its scriptures in a
college class room setting, we as teachers must be aware of the fact that there are several stumbling
blocks lying in front of us---for teachers as well as students.

First, is the reality of imprinted knowledge in the students’ minds through their education.
Second, the influence of the cultural and social environment accumulated by the traditions of
Christianity for the last 2000 years plays a role. Third, the fact that it has always been male elites who not
only recorded the books in the scriptures, but also interpreted them. Fourth, the fact that the societies in
which churches were birthed were almost always patriarchal/kyriarchal.

Many students come to college after they were sketchily taught the central ideas of
Christianity as understood in the practice of “freedom, equality and love.” Such ideas were inserted in
the textbooks of social studies, ethics and literature. Generally speaking, students have little idea that
discrimination or gender issues are problematic in Christianity or the scriptures.

We inherit Christian culture as it is reflected in music, art, literature, etc. For example we can
pick up Mary Magdalene, whose name most students at least recognize. | will show you a few images of
her drawn in different historical moments. Students have an idea of her being 1) whore or prostitute, 2)
evil spirit possessed, 3) repentant, and 4) a model to be followed.

We find in the scriptures many texts reflecting gender issues. A major contribution of feminist
theologians has been that they began noting the problem and calling attention to it. Those who
recorded the books in the scriptures are all male. It was not possible for them to be totally free from the
patriarchal thinking in their contemporary patriarchal/kyriarchal societies.

As an example, let’s pick up the First Letter to Timothy 2:11-3:1. The text has often been used
to restrain women'’s leadership in churches. And then we read Genesis 1-3, which was used as the proof
text in the Letter. The contrast in the two texts is astonishing. We learn there were some men who were
radically free from patriarchal influence as they recorded texts in the scriptures.

Our question is, whether what the writer of the Letter insisted is true or not in the light of what
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the Genesis writer wrote. The problem raising practice of asking if it is true has been utilized by feminist
theologians. Itis called a “Hermeneutics of suspicion.” We need to ask the questions so that we may free
ourselves from the patriarchal/kyriarchal mindset which is imbedded in the texts and their
interpretations.

The interpretations given by the writer of the Letter to Timothy shows an example of a
distorted interpretation of the chapters of Genesis whose authors described their own core
understanding of human existence. We learn that any text has its social location and no writer can totally
be free from her/his own perspective.

The points made by the Genesis chapters are the createdness of human beings and their
equality, which have often been used in the modern Euro-American context. For example, the
Declaration of Independence (the USA 1776), and the Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen
(France 1789), to name a few. The Constitution of Japan, was also influenced by the stream of these
thoughts on human beings, which claim equality for allhuman beings.

The most basic and urgent question for us is whether we are always aware of the spirit and
philosophy that our Constitution claims and whether we are always questioning ourselves about
engaging itin our praxis.

Going back to the point of departure on our reflection, we may say as our conclusion that we
need to make two things clear when we read any text in the scriptures. First, we must recognize the
particular vantage point through which we read and interpret. In other words, for whom do we advocate
and on whose position do we stand. Second, we need to carefully look into the social, political and

historical location of any text.
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INDONESIA

POEWANDARI, Kristi

Kristi Poerwandari is a lecturer in the Faculty of Psychology, Universitas Indonesia, Jakarta,
Indonesia. Currently also acts as the head of the Graduate Program in Women’s Studies at the same
university. She is one of the founders and board member of PULIH Foundation, Center for Psychosocial
Intervention of Trauma.

She is the editor of “Indonesian Women in a Changing Society” (Ewha Womens University
Press, Korea, 2005), and write books on community-based psychosocial recovery/empowerment;
qualitative research; and gender issues. Earns her PhD in Philosophy (2002), her dissertation has been
published as a book (2004) entitled “Mengungkap selubung kekerasan: telaah filsafat manusia” (To
disclose the cover of violence: A study of the philosophy of humankind). She is interested in prevention
and intervention of gender-based violence and human violence in general, care for caregivers, capacity
building for humanitarian workers, and empowerment of poor community. She is also concerned about

ensuring gender justice and mainstreaming psychology in the legal paradigm and processes.

20




GYRT 4 « RTIVTH)

AYRRYT DY AIVETRDA Y RRY 7 RFDEBFEER, RE. BAFKERZMF D
— AR, FIURDOLEENN AR, PULH BMEIDRIRE. REDU LY TH S,

Indonesian Women in a Changing Society (IER9 2HRICHIT S0 > PRI T7RIE] RIEZF
AREHAR. 8BE. 2005 F) OFEE, IZ 1271 - N—XODEEMEIE/"TV/INT—AV
BWAE., YA —MEICETSREEEZREL TV S, 2002 FicETE (BF) ZEEL. &
+332IE. Mengungkap selubung kekerasan: telaah filsafat manusia (F®717% $Hl& < — ARSI
TRHEFMII) & LT 2004 FICHRENT, YTV E—ICETZ2E0P. ABNOEHEKD
DEBFHFH « NA. NEEANDT 7. NEWEHROENHEE, BREIZ 27 DI VN
T—XAY MCBALERD, Flew VI VEA—DREE, ERNSHA LETOLRICHEIFZ0E
FOEREICOVTERZEL TS,

21



The Scraping Down of Grass-roots Women’s Movement in Indonesia

Kristi Poerwandari

The Pulih Foundation! and Universitas Indonesia, Indonesia

More than ten years after the fall of ‘New Order’ regime, Indonesia is still in the euphoria of
‘reformation era’, where many elements in the nation interpret democracy as the rights and struggle to
have power, no matter what and how. The first and foremost challenge of grass-roots women's
movement in Indonesia today is how to make us have a solid women's perspectives in countering the
collusion of patriarchy, capitalism, and the politics of religious identity/morality which disadvantaging
women's lives and the nation.

In one hand, even when the number of women in the legislative bodies is in general
increasing, very few of them are from grass-roots or have affiliation with women’s issues before their
election as the members of the legislative, and very few have genuine concerns and commitment to
women’s issues. They to not relate or even do not know women’s groups who work closely with the
grass-roots community.

On the other hand, the society as well as women are polarized or compartmentalized by
religious affiliation and its ideological interests, in political arena, in the social and cultural practices, as
well as in the psychological mind of small groups and individuals. In the political arena, the politics of
religious identity and morality dominate the discourse, for example with the making of many regional
regulations in accord with dominant religious doctrine. Heated debates are not only among groups from
different religious backgrounds but also from the same religion but with different traditions and
ideologies. The issues raised are directly or indirectly concerning women'’s lives and gender relations
such as forms of marriage (monogamy, polygamy, ‘nikah sirri’ — which is considered valid in religion but
not legal under the national law etc), appropriate dress of women, the position of women in the family

and public, the doctrine related to women as leader, and many other issues loaded with strong

' A National Non-Governmental Organization focusing on the Intervention of Trauma and Psychosocial Empowerment
to the Community. The organization works more on the intervention of violence, gender-based as well as other forms of

violence (ex. political violence, support for humanitarian workers)
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gendered ideology.

Grass-roots women’s groups face more challenges due to having very few supports in terms
of funding as well as social and political support. In terms of finance, Indonesia is now considered as an
emerging middle income country, so that the nation has to be more able to self-fund itself, with less and
less international financial support in the future. When financial support is still available from
international agencies today, the fund is usually beneficial more to institutions which are not grounded
or even grass-roots. This is so since the grass-roots groups are behind when compete in terms of access,
managerial skills and resources, and human resources with capacity needed to relate with international
agencies (ex: English language proficiency, network or social modalities). In case of national budget
allocation, in reality, very few local and national NGOs are having financial support from the allocation
money of the government, since usually the government has their own wings of services to absorb the
fund.

In case of social-political support, grass-roots groups are not having advantages as well since
grass-roots groups usually are more ‘honest’ or ‘genuine’ with their identity, and even the vision is
closely related to the group identity (ex: pro-women or ‘feminist’, the poor, working for stigmatized
community etc). In the collusion of patriarchy, capitalism, and the politics of religious identity/morality, it is
not seen as attractive and inviting, it is perceived even more as ‘dangerous field’ to enter. Even young
people and those who are interested in social and humanitarian issues will be attracted more to join
international agencies or other middle/upper-class institutions that are respectable with good
remuneration and path of career.

Therefore, even when grass-roots groups are the ones who work closely with the
most-needing-support community, grass-roots groups face a lot of difficulty and challenges in
strengthening its organization and institution. Few financial as well as psychological-social and political
support may lead to tensions in work with other agencies as well as internal tensions within the

organization itself. | will try to explain the case of two organizations | closely work in and with.
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VIETNAM

KHUAT, Thu Hong

Khuat Thu Hong is the founder and the Co-Director of the Institute for Social Development Studies
(ISDS), a non-governmental research organization located in Hanoi, Vietnam. She has a BA in Psychology from
the Moscow State University, former the USSR, and a PhD in Sociology from the Institute of Sociology, Hanoi.
Before establishing ISDS, Hong worked for the Institute of Sociology, Vietnam Academy of Social Sciences for 16
years and for UNDP as the gender specialist from 2000-2001. Since 1985, Hong’s major fields of studies include
gender, sexuality, reproductive and sexual health and HIV/AIDS. Dr. Hong is a pioneer in research, training and

advocacy on gender, sexuality, sexual health and rights in Vietnam.
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“Joking about sex: yes, it's funny! Teaching about sex: no, it’s dirty!”:

How education on sexuality can overcome this double standard?

Khuat Thu Hong

Institute for Social Development Studies, Vietnam

The first half of the title of this paper was what my colleague responded to me when | shared
with her my idea of sexuality education program ten years ago. Sex is indeed a topic that is easy to joke
about but hard to talk about in the contemporary Vietnam. The whole society jokes and laughs heartily
about sex, but when the time comes to discuss seriously about it, everybody is silent or uses morality and
traditions to judge sex.

In Viet Nam, like other parts of Asia where Confucianism serves as foundation of ideology and
morality, the reason for sex not be seen as a decent topic for education has its root cause in the
Confucian doctrine which teaches that sex coming from women is a threat to men’s success. Thus,
education on sexuality cannot be done without addressing the system of gender power relations where
men's sexual freedom is taken for granted but women'’s sexuality are suppressed for the sake of men.

If sex is not considered an appropriate topic for open discussion, then sexuality education will
often be conducted in an obscure and imposing manner. It will not be based on people’s need for
sexuality-related knowledge and skills but on society’s fear of sex. Such an agenda for sexuality
education will serve the interest of those who want to control sex rather than those who need the
education. This is a case of Viet Nam until very recently.

By the early 1990s, however, the threats of the HIV/AIDS epidemic as well as the increase in
teenage abortion and other sex related health problems have made the government and the society to
be aware of the need of sexuality education not only for young people but adults as well. While moral
concerns still exist, they have to give way to concerns about sex-related health issues. As a result, piloting
sexuality education have started to be introduced, but often in association with or through broader
health education programs as if sex was nothing but a health issue.

Since then researchers, social activists and advocates as well as media have made tireless
efforts to push the boundaries of permissible sexual discourse. While formal education in school is still

modest, public discussion on gender, sexuality, sexual rights is getting more and more open. While
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reproduction is still considered as the highest purpose of sex, personal pleasure starts to be recognized
as a justifiable purpose, even an end in itself. Marriage is still the only legitimacy for sex according to the
law and morality. But pre-marital and extra-marital sex start to receive provisional tolerance. Early
acceptance to diverse sexualities and gender expressions have also emerged in the present days. Voices
of women and adolescents are starting to be heard.

In the second part of this paper, | would also like to share my thought about and experiences
in working on gender and sexuality in Viet Nam. Since later 1980, | have been involved in research on
gender and sexuality. When we founded the Institute for Social Development Studies in 2002, the
topic became one of major fields of work of the institute. Over the last 8 years, we have conducted various
unique studies of gender, sexuality and sexual health not only of general population but also of sexual
minorities and marginalized groups.

To sensitize the public and advocate for open discussion and education on sexuality we
closely collaborate with media, including the national television and newspapers. To create a critical mass
and to build up capacity for those working in this field, we organize two training programs on gender,
sexuality and sexual health. The first program is a formal education for university students. The second
program is short-term training for government officials, academia, and civil society organizations.

Starting under suspicion from colleagues and other people, our research, training and
advocacy program on gender, sexuality and sexual rights has eventually gained recognition of the
academic circle and the public and indeed contributed to positive changes mentioned above. However,
we realize that our way forward is not smooth as working to promote gender equality and sexual rights

in the society which remains deeply influenced by Confucianism is challenging.
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JAPAN

MIYAJIMA, Kensuke

Kensuke Miyajima is a clinical psychologist working with Kanagawa Rainbow Center SHIP, after an
internship experience in The LGBT Community Service Center in New York City during his graduate school
course there. Previous work experiences include an HIV counseling, testing, and referral site, a psychiatric clinic
in the Tokyo area, counseling at junior high schools in Kanagawa, and a LGBT telephone hot line service

nationwide. He also provides counseling services in Shirakaba Clinic (Shinjuku, Tokyo) and Tokyo

Metropolitan Government as a dispatched AIDS counselor.
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Grass-roots Movement and Gender & Sexuality Education in Japan

Kensuke Miyajima

Kanagawa Rainbow Center SHIP, Japan

In September 2007, Yokohama Cruise Network founded a community center for sexual
minorities, Kanagawa Rainbow Center SHIP, in collaboration with Kanagawa Prefecture. SHIP’s main
activities are split up into two major categories: mental health support for sexual minorities, and
education on the prevention of sexually transmitted diseases such as HIV and AIDS.

From its outset, SHIP has envisaged accessibility to a broad age demographic. Up to this point,
it has remained conscious of convenient development towards groups that have had trouble receiving
information from the transmissions of prevention education and LGBT-related resources. People who do
not actively go to bars, people who are uncertain about their sexual orientation, people who belong to a
very small community, still-developing sexual communities, long-term medical patients who are
physically and mentally ill, people of middle-age, and young people mostly in middle and high school
are some examples of the demographic groups that this information does not easily reach. In order to
reach out to those people, SHIP has put careful consideration to the center’s location and layout: from
time frames during which anyone can casually visit the center, to private counseling and advising, to
lunchtime discussion groups. At the same time as providing these services to interested parties, SHIP, in
cooperation with the Kanagawa Prefecture Board of Education and the Bureau of Social Welfare and
Public Health, attempts to transmit a more effective message.

I will now cite an example of activities targeting teenagers. Numerous social science surveys
suggest that amongst the LGBT community, momentous life events such as sexual awareness,
unspeakable loneliness, and disclosed and undisclosed experiences of victimization through violence
are concentrated in the teenage years. Although these are the circumstances of many LGBT youths and
there is a necessity for support, in reality, there is no legitimate framework for it.

At SHIP, we have used various methods to approach the school life of LGBT youths. In liaison
with the Board of Education and other educational organizations, we have established an approach that
is able to reach students starting from the high school level and extending to the middle school level.

Moreover, we have cooperated with the Kanagawa Board of Education to make the “Workbook on
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Learning about Human Rights,” as well as organizing the distribution of flyers about sexual minorities
and posters evoking the diversity of love and visiting lectures.

There have often been reports that the posters sent remained unhung, or proposed training
courses were rejected in staff meetings. However, at one school, as a result of students negotiating
personally with the principal, the posters were promptly displayed. As a result of visiting high schoolers
who brought along friends and friends of friends, the number of teenagers using the SHIP facilities
increased fivefold. The key to approaching young people is in other young people; in order to support
their metal and sexual health, it is fundamental to have a middle school peer support network
connecting them. Moreover, SHIP starts up events run by high schoolers themselves. Thus, SHIP is able
to create opportunities for forming new relationships and connections between youths.

However, because the middle schoolers’ peer support network is still very feeble and small,
because there is a big turnover in their generation, because the amount of friends they can open up to
is small, and because it is difficult to get them to interact with people outside of their age group, trivial
things may pull them apart and cause them to be isolated once again. Although the most effective
programs at SHIP continue to be developed and maintained by young people for young people, we
depend not only upon youths, but also on adult resources and schools to promote our message. We will
continue to use the aforementioned approaches so that isolated youths can easily receive consultation.
On that basis, the networks are built in cooperation with youths, and we continue our activities to reduce
the number of youths in need of support. Acting as a go-between with the community, SHIP’s largest
goal and most important job is to improve overall mental health and well-being through the affirmation

of individuals’ sexual identity.
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BATANGAN, Maria Theresa Datu Ujano

Prof. Maria Theresa D. Ujano-Batangan garnered her Doctor of Philosophy in Developmental
Psychology (Minor in Clinical Psychology) from the Department of Psychology, University of the
Philippines, Diliman, Quezon City. She finished her Master of Arts in Psychology and Bachelor of Arts in
Psychology in the same institution. She is currently the Associate Dean of Academic Affairs at the College
of Social Sciences and Philosophy and Deputy Director for the Training and Outreach Program of the
University Center for Women'’s Studies, University of the Philippines. She also teaches in the said
university.

Prof. Ujano-Batangan has been involved in the conduct of social researches in the following
areas: indigenous psychology; sexual and reproductive health; psychosocial intervention and
evaluation; mental health and wellness; migration; and parenting. For the past years, she has taught
and trained university students, media practitioners, foreign and local researchers, and development
workers in the fields of psychosocial research and intervention. She works with governmental
organizations, non-governmental organizations, people’s organization and international agencies in the
process. Some of the researches she has done in the area of sexual and reproductive health, mental

health and developmental psychology have been presented in conferences and published.
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Mainstreaming Gender and Sexuality in Tertiary Education:

Lessons Learned and Challenges

Maria Theresa Datu. Ujano-Batangan

University of the Philippines, Philippines

The Philippine Constitution affirms the state’s responsibility to “...protect and promote the
right of all citizens to quality education at all levels of education and ... take appropriate steps to make
such education accessible to all”. This purports that it is the government’s responsibility not only to
provide public education, but also an education that is nondiscriminatory, ensuring inclusion of anyone
regardless of color, religion, culture and gender. This commitment is further affirmed by the fact that the
Philippine government is a signatory to various covenants, such as the Beijing Platform of Action (BPA),
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), and the
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), that emphasize non- discrimination and promotion of gender
equality and sexual rights in education. It is therefore imperative to mainstream gender and sexuality at
different levels of the educational system.

Given the abovementioned context, this paper will capture the experiences attendant to the

integration of gender and sexuality in educating tertiary level students. The objectives of this study are:

* To provide an overview of the outcomes of projects and researches conducted by the University
of the Philippines Center for Women’s Studies (UPCW) and the University of the Philippines
Center for Women'’s Studies Foundation Inc. (UPCWSFI) in promoting gender equality and sexual
rights through the integration of gender and sexuality in the curriculum;

* To discuss approaches and strategies employed in integrating gender and sexuality in the
curriculum;

* To summarize lessons learned and challenges encountered in the process of integrating gender
and sexuality in the curriculum; and

* To draw recommendations in mainstreaming gender and sexuality in the curriculum.

To achieve the abovementioned objectives, this research employed the methods of document analysis
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and interview.

Why is there a need to mainstream gender and sexuality in education? Local realities show
differential conditions of males and females in the Philippines which necessitate the advancement of the
discourse of gender equality and sexual rights in different spheres of life. Additionally, the existing
international and local commitments of the Philippine government in addressing promoting sexual
rights in the field of education has not been completely fulfilled. Issues such as gender stereotyping,
gender discrimination, and gender- based violence still exist and needed to be addressed in school and
university settings. Furthermore, it is also important to recognize the critical role of learning institutions in
the gender socialization process; in changing the perspective of gender and sexuality; promoting
gender equality and sexual rights; and creating alternative discourses on gender and sexuality.

The process of mainstreaming gender and sexuality entails curricular integration, which is
achieved through integration in existing courses or the introduction of new courses. Integration could be
achieved at various levels - intradisciplinary, interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary, and transdisciplinary.
The conduct of preparatory processes are essential in mainstreaming, these include but are not limited to

the following:

* Review of existing university policies and programs

* Conductof needs assessment

e Establishment of networks and partnerships

* Strengthening gender and development committees in different units or campuses

* Documentation, monitoring and evaluation of the process

Experiences on integrating gender and sexuality in the curriculum highlighted the need to
identify and analyze various perspectives which significantly contributed to the development of the
pedagogy of learning. These viewpoints take into account the principles of gender fair education; rights-
based approach; transformative education; caring thinking; and multi-cultural perspective. Consistent
with these standpoints, a variety of active learning methods are employed in the process. Promoting
gender equality and sexual rights have also surfaced a number of challenges, specifically retooling
teachers/professors; developing educational materials; monitoring and evaluating integration strategies;

setting up referral and support mechanisms; continuing advocacy work; documentation of promising or
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good practices; and addressing barriers to mainstreaming (i.e. cultural, institutional, individual etc.).

Gleaning from the results of the study, the subsequent recommendations are put forth:

* Review and revise curricula, textbooks and other teaching approaches and materials to ensure
gender fairness;

* Improve classroom interactions between faculty and student and among students towards
greater gender sensitivity;

* Develop policies and learning environments for gender and sexuality integration;

* Promote gender equality in non formal learning contexts, through educational campaigns
against gender based violence in and out of campus;

* Conduct and support researches on gender and sexuality constructions and their impact on
classroom interactions and academic performance, and identify alternative ways of addressing
gender concerns and issues;

* Document good practices in the academic setting on advancing gender equality and sexual
rights;

* Monitor and evaluate initiatives in the educational setting- from capacity building on gender to
gender mainstreaming to determine what works and what doesn’t work;

* Develop sex-disaggregated data base to facilitate greater understanding of emerging trends
and needs of students; and

* Promote student’s, especially women’s, access to information and services, including those
pertaining to sexual and reproductive health, that will allow then to make informed choices - a

window to promoting equality and empowerment.
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KWAK, Samgeun

Samgeun Kwak is a Professor at The Department of Education, Ewha Womans University, Korea. She
earned her BA and MA degrees in Education at Ewha Womans University, and her PhD degree in Adult &
Continuing Education at Michigan State University, USA. She is the author of books, entitted Women and
Education (1998), Feminist Education Studies (2008), and coauthor of Women'’s Studies in Everyday Life (2005).
Her other publications include “The Problems of Gender-Biases of Mass Media in Korea” (2001), “Korean
Women's Cultural Activities and Lifelong Learning Needs” (2002), and etc. She served as a president of “The
Korean Society for Women’s Education.” Her research interest includes ‘feminist education & leadership,” and

‘lifelong learning and feminist culture.’
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Gender & Sexuality Education at University in Korean Context

Samgeun Kwak

Ewha Womans University, Korea

This paper discusses the trend and issues of gender and sexuality education at university in
Korea. It analyzes the socio-cultural background and the meaning and scope of gender and sexuality
education at college level by analyzing documents and feminist research studies. Korean women's
movement and research studies of Women's Studies have strong impact on gender and sexuality
education.

In Korea, recently micro-sociological cultural issues such as gender identity and sexuality are
gaining attentions. At the beginning stage of Women's Studies in 1970s, equal socio-political power
among genders was mostly important issue. After that the institutionalization of Women's Studies at
university was a critical issue and undergraduate courses (1977), master courses (1987), and doctoral
courses (1990) were developed. Now women's body gathering attention and we have issues of diverse
individual needs, sexual orientations, and challenges. Recently, women's human rights and the
legalization for the protection of women's safety from domestic violence and sexual harassment have
been emphasized within the male-dominated sexual culture and politics. Most colleges in Korea have
centers for education and counseling related gender equality, sexual harassment, and sexuality due to
the government regulations.

The term "sexuality" became an expansive one that pertains to far more than our biology or
sexual behaviors. Many writings and books are published under the title of "sexuality. Recently, the
feminists in Korea tend to differentiate the gender related terminology with different words, such as
sex(& XF HE), sexuality(g ) and gender(@ & |%31))(Kim, 2001). But mostly the "sexuality" itself is
getting popular word without any Korean translation.

In 1990s, Korean women became more diverse attitude and behavior on sexuality; diverse
beliefs and attitudes on sexual desire, using sexual attractiveness in social relations, being a nude model
or actress, sex-free ideology, and etc. Also women started talking about their experiences related to
sexual harassment and domestic violence by their own words. Mass media has been represented Korean

women's and housewives sexual desire actively.
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Several research studies on sexuality education in Korea indicate that any sexuality education
at university level is statistically significant while at high school level did not yield significant difference in
their current level of gender and sexuality knowledge, particularly in the area of pregnancy and child
birth (PCB) and sexual health (SH). But many sexuality educators at college level encourage people to
see sexuality as a much broader term that covers a wider array of topics, such as gender identity, gender
role, and sexual orientation. The sexuality education staff at secondary level has been mostly very
conservative oriented educators who are strongly focused on the biology of the body and reproductive
system as sexuality education.

At college level, women's studies and feminist movement are the major resources for gender
and sexuality education. There are some conflicts and dilemmas in feminist research studies in the
academic area of women's studies and the field of women's lives and education regarding gender affairs.
For example, there are groups of lesbian movement within universities and they insist an equal legal
position like others as a normal gender orientation. The sexuality education, this sensitive topic, has
traditionally been excluded from formal education settings in Korea. According to a research study on
sexuality education for college students, most of the college students (over 80%) wanted to have a
proper sexuality education at university level. The areas they seek further information are pregnancy
and contraception, sexual values and ethical issues, love, marriage and male/female relationships, and
sexual violence. But the current level of sexuality knowledge among university students is relatively low,
especially for the female students.

The researchers of Korean Women's Studies are in charge of gender and sexuality education at
university. Sexuality dose not mean only physiological and psychological aspect, it is emphasized that
sexuality is a historically constructed outcome and should be counted from the social context. Feminists
recommended the social tasks and sound sexuality education to solve the problems of male centered
sexuality. In Korea, sexuality education is moving toward a discourse that women's sexuality is not located
within genderized human body but is constructed through the discourse of women's positioning, which had

been making various social relations.
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TANAHASHI, Satoshi

Born in 1960 in Tokyo, Satoshi Tanahashi received his Ph.D. in Social Anthropology from Tokyo
Metropolitan University in 2002. His field of specialization is in cultural anthropology, Oceania studies and
gender studies. He has served as an Associate Professor in Keio University’s Faculty of Letters, and as an
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Ochanomizu University and Gender Education

-A Case Study Concerning its Past, Present and Future-

Tanahashi Satoshi

Ochanomizu University, Japan

As the oldest historical women'’s higher educational institution in Japan, Ochanomizu
University has produced a multitude of female leaders, mainly in the Japanese academic and
educational communities. At present, an international hub to create female leaders forms the nucleus of
university-wide affairs. Together with the development of various educational programs, study abroad
programs, and researcher training programs, there are events on the promotion and enlightenment of
women’s increasingly important role in society taking place on campus almost every day.

With the enactment of the program entitled “Ochanomizu University 21st Century Liberal Arts
Program: Integration of Humanities and Sciences” in 2008, new developments in undergraduate liberal
arts education occurred. Within the newly created program is a group of gender-affiliated courses
consisting of 9 lecture courses and 4 workshop courses. From the time they enter as undergraduates,
students are given the opportunity to learn about gender from a broad perspective, considering such
viewpoints as policy, care economy, art, religion, development, techno-science, and reproductive
medicine.

In the graduate school, an independent division focusing on gender using interdisciplinary
research methods was installed in 2005: the Doctoral Program in Interdisciplinary Gender Studies. It is one
of the few programs within Japan for specialist educational training for gender studies that outwardly
bears the word “gender” in its title.

Graduate school level education works with the Institute for Gender Studies (IGS), which is the
current incarnation of the Archive of Women'’s Studies (installed in 1975). As part of the IGS diverse
research and exchange activities, they engage in cooperative projects with the Asian Institute of
Technology (Thailand) on the graduate level. In addition, based on a coalition between the IGS and the
UNDP, organization for an educational program that would nurture human resources with the ability to
formulate and institute gender-responsive macro-economic policies is currently under review.

At Ochanomizu University, we concretely develop steps to ensure that women who enjoyed
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their higher education will continue to be entwined with their educational outcomes in practice. It is not
stretching the truth to say that we have here one of the foremost, favorably equipped learning
environments in Japan. | myself have only worked for less than five years at Ochanomizu University, but |
have no doubt, empirically speaking, in light of my more than 20 years of university teaching experience.
However, it must be said that the IGS and gender studies programs of the university have a tough road
ahead of them. One of the foreseen barriers is that if there are intrinsic elements rooted in Ochanomizu
University, then there are also inherent traits commonly shared with the Japanese nation and society.

For example, as Japanese laws and regulations for gender equality are generally regarded as
wishful thinking, there remain enormous legal, political, economical, and social gaps between men and
women against the background of gender order based on Japanese ‘traditional’ ideas. The public
gender-bashing exposed in March 2005 under Koizumi’s LDP administration is not an event of the past.
Itis possible to say that the causes still lie solidly beneath Japanese thought patterns.

Major reconstruction, including structural reforms, in the economy has been required in
various fields during times of a flagging Japanese economy. It is obvious that one of the specific tasks for
the reconstruction is recruitment and utilization of female human resources through changes of the
old-fashioned gender order. However, the habitual gender-bashing uncovered in the national
government still remains and gender-related policies have been dismissed as the lower priority task.

In addition, although Ochanomizu University has transitioned from national university to
national university corporation in 2004, the university is still dependent on state funding (i.e. funds
collected from taxes) to support its operating costs related to research and education. Therefore,
maintenance of the scale and quality of research and education is highly influenced by annual
government policies, and all teaching staffs are required to carry out their duties to the citizenry—in
other words, they remain accountable for their objectives and their results in research and education
throughout the entire university. In the process, there is continuing criticism and queries as to whether
only women can profit from the national institutes for higher education, which are supposed to meet the
demands of the all people.

Ochanomizu University will never cease to affirm “the necessity and importance of women'’s
education and training of female leaders” and to emphasize the needs of gender studies, or at least |
want to believe that. But the way in which we approach making these claims strategically and

persuasively is the more realistic challenge weighing heavily upon us.
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3-1. Epilogue

Concluding Discussions

Chair: KATO, Etsuko (International Christian University)
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